§ 13-0105. Marine fisheries conservation and managenent.

1. (a) It is the policy of the state that the primary principle in
managi ng the state's marine fishery resource is to maintain the
| ong-term heal th and abundance of marine fisheries resources and their
habitats, and to ensure that the resources are sustained in usable
abundance and diversity for future generations. Utilization and
al l ocation of available resources will be adm nistered consistent with
the restoration and mai nt enance of healthy stocks and habitats. The
state shall actively nanage its nmarine fisheries and shall endeavor to:
protect and conserve habitats; restore habitats in areas where they have
been degraded; and maintain water quality at a level that will foster
occurrence and abundance of marine resources. The state shall optim ze
the benefits of resource use so as to provide val uabl e recreational
experiences and vi abl e busi ness opportunities for comrercial and
recreational fisheries.

(b) The marine fisheries conservation and nanagenent policy shall be
carried out through achievenent of the foll owi ng objectives:

(1) the state shall strive to obtain the best possible scientific
i nformati on through research and nonitoring of the resources;

(2) the state shall use the best available scientific information in
managi ng t he resources;

(3) the state recognizes that an inforned public is integral to the
managenent system and shall informand involve constituents in
managenent deci si ons;

(4) the managenent of the state's transboundary and migratory species
shall be consistent with any interjurisdictional nmanagenent plans,
interstate or state-federal;

(5) in the event that fishery conservati on and nanagenent require
actions that result in resource allocation inpacts, the state shal
endeavor to assure such allocation inpacts are distributed equitably
anong user groups, giving priority to existing fisheries within the
state;

(6) the state shall mnimze waste and reduce discard nortality of
marine fishery resources;

(7) the state shall investigate and encourage the devel opnent of
aquacul ture of economcally inportant species, both to relieve pressure



on and enhance wild stocks and to provide econonic opportunity;

(8) the state shall encourage and, when feasible, provide access to
the state's marine fishery resources consistent with marine fisheries
conservati on and managenent policy; and

(9) the state recogni zes that adequate | aw enforcenment services are
integral to the success of any nmarine resource managenent program and
shal | endeavor to provide the necessary | aw enforcenent services to
ensure the protection of the resources and conpliance of users with |aws
and regul ati ons designed to nanage and al |l ocate those resources.

2. Prior to proposing regulations for the nanagenent of marine fish,
nol | usks (Phyl um nol | usca) or crustaceans (C ass crustacea) found in the
marine and coastal district, the departnment shall identify recreationa
and comrercial fisheries interests which may be affected by the proposed
regul ations and directly consult with such interests. Such consultation
may include, as appropriate, the conduct of neetings with invited
representatives of fisheries interests, public information neetings,
public hearings, direct nmailings of information and public comment
solicitations, and publication of proposals and coment solicitations in
trade publications, and ot her neasures. Such consultation shall include
a neeting with the marine resources advisory council. No consultation
shall be required prior to proposing energency regul ations.

3. (a) In review ng proposed regul ations, the council nay request
commrents from harvesters of marine fisheries and the conmercial and
recreational fishing industries.

(b) The council shall express its advice to the departnent as the
result of a vote of the nenbership on a reconmendation that the proposed
regul ati ons be adopted, not adopted, or adopted with specified
revi sions.

(c) I'n making its final decision on such regul ations, the departnent
shal |l be guided by the recommendati ons of the marine resources advisory
council and, consistent with the marine fisheries conservation and
managenent policy set forth in subdivision one of this section and the
requi renents of subparagraph three of paragraph (b) of subdivision one
of this section, shall endeavor to incorporate such reconmendations in
the final rul emaking. The departnent's assessnent of public coment



published in the state register shall set forth the council's
reconmendati ons and an expl anation of the departnent's final decision in
regard to such recommendati ons and the requirenents of this section.



