8§ 11-1307. Fishing pronotion program

The conmi ssioner shall devel op and inplenment a fishing pronotion
program The conm ssioner shall, in conjunction with the conm ssi oner of
econoni ¢ devel opnent and the comm ssioner of parks, recreation and
hi stori c preservation, develop and inplenent a program which wl|
encourage residents and out-of-state fishernen to utilize New York
state's fishing opportunities. Such program shall include, but not be
limted to:

1. working with conservation organi zations, |ocal sportnen's clubs,
retail stores, and county chanbers to devel op and conduct educati onal
fishing clinics for children and adults to teach angling techniques for
both fresh and salt water fishing and to provide information about
stocking progranms that will increase the odds of a successful and safe
fi shing experience;

2. conducting public outreach, including working with |ocal conmunity
and youth organi zations, tourism pronotion agencies and | ocal
governnments, to devel op prograns in conjunction with the two free
fishing days annual ly per departnent region provided by the |egislature,
such as educational sem nars, day-long fishing festivals, and tackle and
rod | oaner progranms, which will encourage individuals to take up the
sport of fishing;

3. nmaking available to the fishing public, via both brochures and the
agency's website, the follow ng informtion:

a. Public fishing sections of streanms, ponds, and | akes;

b. Public access points for streans, ponds, and | akes;

c. Handi capped access points for all water bodies; and

d. The location of state |ands, including forests, parks, wildlife

managenent areas, trails, canpsites by type, ski areas, hatcheries, and
envi ronnment al education centers and canps;



4. posting fishing reports, including current fishing conditions
statew de, on the departnent's website;

5. devel oping and inplenenting a "learn-to-fish" and "instructional"
passbook and stanp program a. The departnent shall make avail abl e,
wherever |icenses are sold, a "learn-to-fish" passbook and stanps to
chil dren under sixteen years of age. Such stanps shall include various
types of fish indigenous to New York state and shall also include with
the distribution of the "learn-to-fish" passbook one "learn-to-fish"
stanp. A child under sixteen years of age may coll ect stanps and when
the "learn-to-fish" passbook is conplete shall return such conpleted
"l earn-to-fish" passbook to the departnent via nail and the depart nment
shall issue a patch, to be determ ned by the conm ssioner, to
"l earn-to-fish" passbook hol ders who have participated in and conpl eted
the "l earn-to-fish" passbook program created pursuant to this
subdi vi si on.

b. A licensee shall also be issued an "instructional passbook” and may
place a "learn-to-fish" stanp previously issued to a child under sixteen
in his or her "instructional passbook"” whenever he or she teaches a
person under sixteen years of age how to fish. Once that |icensee has
earned fifty "learn-to-fish" stanps in his or her "instructiona
passbook”, that person shall return such conpleted "instructional
passbook” to the departnent via mail and the departnent shall issue a
free fishing license for the season following that in which he or she
gets their fiftieth "learn-to-fish" stanp. The departnent shall include
in the "instructional passbook” information relating to the instruction
of fishing techniques to children, and shall also include current
fishing regulations in the "instructional passbook".



