8§ 11-0538. Direct contact between public and big cats prohibited.

1. As used in this section:

(a) "Big cat" shall nmean any live species of |lion (panthera |eo0),
tiger (panthera tigres), |eopard (panthera pardus) (with the exception
of clouded | eopards (neofelis nebul osa)), jaguar (panthera onca),
nountain |ion, sonmetinmes called cougar (felis concolar) or any hybrid of
such speci es.

(b) "Direct contact" nmeans physical contact or proximty where
physi cal contact is possible, including, but not limted to, allowing a
phot ograph to be taken wi thout a permanent physical barrier designed to
prevent physical contact between the public and big cats.

(c) "Dealer" shall nmean any person who, in comrerce, for conpensation
or profit, delivers for transportation, or transports, except as a
carrier, buys, sells, or negotiates the purchase or sale of any aninals.

(d) "Exhibitor" shall nmean any person (public or private) exhibiting
any animals, which were purchased in comerce or the intended
di stribution of which affects commerce, or will affect conmmerce, to the
public for conpensation, as determ ned by the comm ssioner, and such
termincludes carnivals, circuses, and zoos exhibiting such aninals
whet her operated for profit or not.

2. It shall be unlawful for any person licensed or required to be
| i censed as an exhi bitor or deal er pursuant to the Aninmal Wl fare Act, 7
USC 2132-2134, including agents or enployees of such person, to
knowi ngly allow the public to have direct contact with a big cat.

3. Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be
subject to a penalty of not nore than five hundred dollars for the first
of fense and not nore than one thousand dollars for a second and
subsequent of fenses. Each instance of allow ng direct contact of a big
cat with the public in violation of this section shall constitute a
separate of fense.

4. Nothing in this section shall be construed to limt or restrict
veterinary exam nation, treatnment or care of a big cat or transportation
of the aninmal for such purpose.






