* § 11-0535-c. Endangered and threatened species mtigation bank fund.

1. The departnent is hereby authorized to utilize funds in the
endangered and threatened species nmitigation bank fund, established
pursuant to section ninety-nine-hh of the state finance law, for the
pur poses of inplenmenting an endangered and threatened species mtigation
pl an approved by the departnent.

2. Such fund shall consist of contributions, in an amount determ ned
by the departnent, deposited by an applicant granted a siting permt to
construct a nmjor renewable energy facility, where such applicant has
been ordered to mtigate harmto a threatened or endangered species or
its habitat.

3. In admnistering the provisions of this article, the conm ssioner:

a. May, in the nanme of the state, enter into contracts with
not-for-profit corporations, private or public universities, and private
contractors for services contenplated by this title. Such contracts
shal | be subject to approval by the state conptroller and, as to form
by the attorney general.

b. Shall approve vouchers for paynents pursuant to an approved
contract. All such paynents shall be paid on the audit and warrant of
the state conptroller

c. May, in the nane of the state, enter into contracts with a
not-for-profit corporation to adm nister grants nmade pursuant to this
title, including the approval and paynent of vouchers for approved
contracts; and

d. May perform such other and further acts as may be necessary,
proper, or desirable to carry out the provisions of this article.

4. Nothing in this article shall be construed to limt or restrict any
powers of the comm ssioner or any other agency pursuant to any ot her
provi sion of |aw



5. The comm ssioner is authorized and directed to pronul gate any
regul ati ons deened necessary to inplenment this section.

** 6. The conm ssioner shall annually report to the departnent of
public service, the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and
t he speaker of the assenbly on the status of the fund and all nonies
added to and expended fromthe fund.
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