§ 11-0303. Management of fish and wildlife resources; general purposes
and policies governing nmanner of exercise of powers.

1. The general purpose of powers affecting fish and wildlife, granted
to the departnent by the Fish and Wldlife Law, is to vest in the
departnment, to the extent of the powers so granted, the efficient
managenent of the fish and wildlife resources of the state. Such
resources shall be deened to include all aninmal and vegetable |ife and
the soil, water and atnospheric environnent thereof, owned by the state
or of which it may obtai n managenent, to the extent that they constitute
the habitat of fish and wildlife as defined in section 11-0103. Such
managenent shall be deened to include both the maintenance and
i mprovenent of such resources as natural resources and the devel opnent
and adm ni stration of measures for making them accessible to the people
of the state. To obtain these results it shall include, to the extent
aut hori zed by | aw, the undertaki ng and execution of reciprocal and
cooperative arrangenents with the governnment of the United States, with
other states, and with other departnents and agencies of this state,
political subdivisions and public corporations of this state and owners
and | essees of privately owned | ands and waters, and shall also include
continuation of research and educational prograns.

2. To such extent as it shall deem feasible w thout prejudice to other
functions in the nmanagenent of fish and wildlife resources of the state
and the execution of other duties inposed by |aw, the departnent is
directed, in the exercise of the powers conferred upon it, to devel op
and carry out progranms and procedures which will in its judgnent, (a)
pronot e natural propagation and mai nt enance of desirable species in
ecol ogi cal bal ance, and (b) lead to the observance of sound nanagenent
practices for such propagation and nai ntenance on | ands and waters of
the state, whether owned by the state or by a public corporation of the
state or held in private ownership, having regard to (1) ecol ogica
factors, including the need for restoration and i nprovenent of natural
habitat and the inportance of ecol ogical bal ance in maintaining natural
resources; (2) the conpatibility of production and harvesting of fish
and wildlife crops with other necessary or desirable | and uses; (3) the
i nportance of fish and wildlife resources for recreational purposes; (4)



requirenents for public safety; and (5) the need for adequate protection
of private prem ses and of the persons and property of occupants thereof
agai nst abuse of privileges of access to such prem ses for hunting,
fishing or trapping.

3. The departnent may, until Decenber thirty-first, two thousand
twenty-seven, fix by regulation neasures for the managenent of striped
bass, including size limts, catch and possession limts, open and
cl osed seasons, closed areas, restrictions on the manner of taking and
| andi ng, requirenents for permts and eligibility therefor,
recor dkeepi ng requi renments, requirenents on the anmount and type of
fishing effort and gear, and requirenents relating to transportation,
possessi on and sal e, provided that such regulations are no | ess
restrictive than requirenents set forth in this chapter and provi ded
further that such regulations are consistent with the conpliance
requi renents of applicable fishery nanagenent plans adopted by the
Atl antic States Marine Fisheries Comm ssion and with applicable
provi sions of fishery nmanagenent plans adopted pursuant to the Federal
Fi shery Conservation and Managenent Act (16 U . S.C. 8§ 1800 et seq.).



