8§ 5-211. Agency assisted registration. Each agency designated as a
parti ci pati ng agency under the provisions of this section shal
i npl ement and adm ni ster a program of distribution of voter registration
forms pursuant to the provisions of this section. The follow ng offices
whi ch provi de public assistance and/or provide state funded prograns
primarily engaged in providing services to persons with disabilities are
her eby designated as voter registration agencies: designated as the
state agenci es which provide public assistance are the office of
children and famly services, the office of tenporary and disability
assi stance and the departnent of health. Al so designated as public
assi stance agencies are all agencies of |ocal governnent that provide
such assi stance. Designated as state agencies that provide prograns
primarily engaged in providing services to people with disabilities are
t he departnent of |abor, office for the aging, departnent of veterans'
services, office of nental health, office of vocational and educati onal
services for individuals with disabilities, comm ssion on quality of
care for the nentally disabled, office for people with devel opnenta
disabilities, commission for the blind, office of addiction services and
supports, the office of the advocate for the disabled and all offices
whi ch admi ni ster prograns established or funded by such agenci es.
Addi ti onal participating agencies designhated as voter registration
offices are the departnment of state and the district offices of the
wor kers' conpensation board. Such agencies shall be required to offer
voter registration forms to persons upon initial application for
services, renewal or recertification for services and upon change of
address relating to such services. Such agencies shall also be
responsi bl e for providing assistance to applicants in conpleting voter
registration fornms, receiving and transmtting the conpleted application
formfromall applicants who wi sh to have such formtransmtted to the
appropriate board of elections. The state board of elections shall,
together with representatives of the United States departnent of
def ense, devel op and i npl enment procedures for including recruitnent
of fices of the arnmed forces of the United States as voter registration
of fi ces when such offices are so designated by federal |law. The state
board of elections shall al so make request of the United States
Citizenship and Immgration Services to include applications for
registration by mail with any materials which are given to new citizens.



1. The state board of elections shall adopt such rules and regul ati ons
as nmay be necessary to carry out the requirenents of this section and
shal |l prepare and distribute to participating agencies witten
instructions as to the inplenentation of the program and shall be
responsi bl e for establishing training prograns for enpl oyees of
partici pati ng agencies involved in such program The state board of
el ections shall provide a toll free tel ephone to answer registration
guesti ons.

2. Strict neutrality with respect to a person's party enrol | nent shal
be mai ntai ned and all persons seeking voter registration fornms and
i nformati on shall be advised that governnent services are not
conditioned on being registered to vote. No statenent shall be nade nor
any action taken to discourage the applicant fromregistering to vote.

3. If a participating agency provides services to a person with a
disability at the person's place of residence, the agency shall offer
the opportunity to conplete a voter registration format such place of
resi dence.

4. Each participating agency shall provide to each applicant who does
not decline to register to vote the sane degree of assistance with
regard to the conpletion of the registration application formas is
provi ded by the agency with regard to the conpletion of its own form
unl ess the applicant refuses such assistance.

5. Enpl oyees of a voter registration agency who provi de voter
regi stration assi stance shall not:

(a) seek to influence an applicant's political preference or party
desi gnati on

(b) display any political preference or party all egi ance;

(c) make any statenent to an applicant or take any action the purpose
or effect of which is to discourage the applicant fromregistering to
vote; or

(d) make any statenent to an applicant or take any action the purpose
or effect of which is to |ead the applicant to believe that a decision



to register or not to register has any bearing on the availability of
services or benefits.

6. The state board of elections shall coordinate and nonitor the
distribution of voter registration forns by those state agencies,
departnents, divisions and offices selected to participate in the
programto nmaxim ze the efficient and non partisan distribution of voter
registration informati on and forns. The board shall al so adopt such
rul es and regul ati ons as may be necessary to require county boards and
partici pating agencies to provide the state board with such information
and data as the board deens necessary to assess conpliance with this
section and to conpile such statistics as may be required by the federal
el ections conm ssion.

7. Each participating agency, departnent, division and office that
makes avail abl e voter registration forms shall prom nently display
pronoti onal materials designed and approved by the state board of
el ections, informng the public of the existence of voter registration
servi ces.

8. Each participating agency, departnent, division or office that
makes avail abl e voter registration forns pursuant to this section shal
offer with each application for the services or assistance of such
agency, departnent, division or office and with each recertification,
renewal or change of address formrelating to such service or
assistance, a registration formtogether with instructions relating to
eligibility to register and for conpleting the formexcept that forns
used by the departnent of social services for the initial application
for services, renewal or recertification for services and change of
address relating to such services shall physically incorporate a voter
registration application in a fashion that permts the voter
regi stration portion of the agency formto be detached therefrom Such
voter registration application shall be designed so as to ensure the
confidentiality of the source of the application. Included on each
partici pating agency's application for services or assistance or on a
separate formshall be:

(a) the question, "If you are not registered to vote where you live



now, would you like to apply to register here today?"

(b) The statement, "applying to register or declining to register to
vote will not affect the anpbunt of assistance that you will be provided
by this agency."

(c) boxes for the applicant to check to indicate whether the applicant
would Iike to register or decline to register to vote.

(d) the statenment in promnent type, "IF YOU DO NOT CHECK ElI THER BOX,
YOU W LL BE CONSI DERED TO HAVE DECI DED NOT TO REG STER TO VOTE AT THI S
TIME. "

(e) the statenment, "If you would like help in filling out the voter
regi stration application form we will help you. The decision whether to
seek or accept help is yours. You may fill out the application formin
private."

(f) the statenment, "If you believe that sonmeone has interfered with

your right to register or decline to register to vote, your right to
privacy in deciding whether to register or in applying to register to
vote, or your right to choose your own political party or other
political preference, you may file a conplaint with the state board of
el ections (address and toll free tel ephone nunber)."

(g) atoll free nunber at the state board of elections that can be
called for answers to registration questions.

9. Disclosure of voter registration information, including a
declination to register, by a participating agency, its agents or
enpl oyees, for other than voter registration purposes, shall be deened
an unwarranted invasi on of personal privacy pursuant to the provisions
of subdivision two of section eighty-nine of the public officers |aw and
shall constitute a violation of this chapter

10. The formcontaining the declination to register to vote shall be
retai ned by the recipient agency for the sanme period of tinme as such
agency retains the acconpanying application for services or for such
shorter period of time as may be approved by the state board of
el ections.

11. The participating agency shall transmt the conpleted applications
for registration and change of address fornms to the appropriate board of



el ections not later than ten days after recei pt except that all such
conpl eted applications and forns received by the agency after the
twentieth day prior to an election and by the twelfth day before such
el ection shall be transmtted in such manner and at such tinme as to
assure their receipt by such board of elections as soon as practicable
and not |later than the tenth day before such el ection.

12. Conpl eted application forns, when received by a participating
agency not later than the twelfth day before the next ensuing primry,
general or special election and transmtted by such agency to the
appropriate board of elections so that they are received by such board
not later than the tenth day before such election shall entitle the
applicant to vote in such election provided the board determ nes that
the applicant is otherw se qualified.

13. The state board of elections shall provide application forns for
use pursuant to this section except that any agency which uses a form
ot her than such registration formshall be responsible for providing
such form Forns which vary in design and or content fromthe form
approved by the state board of elections may only be used with the
approval of such board.

14. Applications shall be processed by the board of elections in the
manner prescribed by section 5-210 of this title or, if the applicant is
al ready registered to vote from another address in the county or city,
in the manner prescribed by section 5-208 of this title. The board shal
send the appropriate notice of approval or rejection as required by
ei t her subdivision nine of such section 5-210 or subdivision five of
such section 5-208.

15. The head of each participating agency shall take all actions which
are necessary and proper for the inplenmentation of this section. Each
agency head shall designate one person within the agency as the agency
voter registration coordinator who will, under the direction of the
state board of elections, be responsible for the voter registration
programin such agency.



16. The state board shall devel op and distribute public information
and pronotional nmaterials relating to the purposes and inplenentation of
this program

17. Each agency designated as a participating agency under this
section shall conduct a study and prepare a report to determ ne the
feasibility, practicality and cost-effectiveness of designing their
agency intake forms to serve also as voter registration forns that
conply with state and federal |aw. Such study and report shall be
conpl eted by Decenber 1, 1996. Copies of such reports shall be provided
to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of
the assenbly and the state board of elections. After subm ssion of the
report, participating agencies that determne that it is feasible,
practical and cost-effective to have such forns al so serve as voter
registration forns shall do so upon the approval of the state board of
el ections. For each agency that determines it is feasible, practical and
cost effective to use agency intake forns that serve al so as voter
registration fornms, the state board of elections shall approve or
di sapprove such use within six nonths of the subm ssion of the report by
t he agency.

18. (a) (i) On or before January first, two thousand twenty, al
institutions of the state university of New York and the city university
of New York shall create and nake available to all students a webpage
for voter education on each such institution's website, containing a
link to an application for voter registration, a link to an application
for an early mail ballot, contact information for the county board of
el ections, and the name and contact information for the adm nistrator
responsi bl e for voter registration assi stance on each canpus.

(ii) Each such institution shall, at the begi nning of the school year,
and again in January of a year in which the president of the United
States is to be elected, provide an application for voter registration
and an application for an early mail ballot to each student in each such
institution. Each institution shall be considered in conpliance with the
requi renents of this subparagraph for each student to whomthe
institution electronically transmts a nmessage containing the link to
t he webpage for voter education, the link to an application for voter



registration and the link to an application for an early nail ballot, if
such information is in an el ectronic nmessage devoted exclusively to
voter registration

(iii) Each such institution shall provide the same degree of
assi stance as required of participating agencies.

(b) The state university of New York and the city university of New
York, on behalf of each institution within its system shall on or
before June first, two thousand twenty, and each subsequent year, submt
a report disaggregated according to each institution to the state board
of elections that includes:

(i) the efforts of the institution to register voters in the preceding
cal endar year

(ii) a date-stanped screen shot of the webpage for voter education
that contains the required i nformati on under paragraph (a) of this
subdi vi si on;

(iii) the nunber of students who were registered for course work in
the preceding twelve nonths at such institution and the nunber of clicks
on the links to online voter registration and early nail ball ot
appl i cations; and

(iv) any other efforts or recomendations the institution plans to
i npl ement to inprove access to voter registration and early mail ball ot
voting for students at the institution.

(c) The state board of elections shall make the reports provided
pursuant to paragraph (b) of this subdivision publicly available on its
website.



