8§ 4-108. Certification of proposed constitutional anendnents and
guestions. 1. a. Wenever any proposed anmendnent to the constitution or
ot her question provided by law to be submtted to a statew de vote shal
be submtted to the people for their approval, the state board of
el ections at |least three nonths prior to the general election at which
such anmendnent, proposition or question is to be submtted, shal
transmt to each county board of elections a certified copy of the text
of each amendnent, proposition or question and a statenent of the form
in which it is to be submtted.

b. \Whenever any proposal, proposition or referendum as provided by |aw
is to be submitted to a vote of the people of a county, city, town,
village or special district, at an el ection conducted by the board of
el ections, the clerk of such political subdivision, at |east three
nonths prior to the general election at which such proposal, proposition
or referendumis to be submtted, shall transmit to each board of
el ections a certified copy of the text of such proposal, proposition or
referendum and a statenment of the formin which it is to be submtted.

If a special electionis to be held, such transmttal shall also give
t he date of such el ection.

c. Such certified copy shall set out all new nmatter in italics and
enclose in brackets, [ ], all matter to be elimnated from existing
|l aw, and at the bottom of each page shall be appended the words:

Expl anation: Matter in italics is new, to be added; matter in brackets
[ ] isoldlaw, to be onmtted.

d. In addition to the text, such transmttal shall contain an abstract
of such proposed anmendnent, proposition or question, prepared by the
state board of elections in plain | anguage.

2. The formin which the proposed anmendnent, proposition or question
is to be submitted shall consist only of the following: a. a descriptive
title of up to fifteen words, which describes the topic, goal, or
outcone of the ballot question in plain |anguage; b. a sumary of the
text ballot proposal of up to thirty words, witten in plain | anguage,



t hat describes the change in policy to be adopted and not the |egal
mechani sm and c. a statenment of what a YES or NO vote neans in up to
thirty words witten in plain | anguage that identifies the practi cal

out cone of each election result and not the |egal nechanism If nore

t han one such anendnent, proposition or question is to be voted upon at
such el ection, each such anmendnent, proposition or question respectively
shal | be separately and consecutively nunbered.

3. The attorney general shall advise in the preparation of such form
of subm ssion, and such recomendati ons shall be in plain | anguage.

4. a. The state board of elections shall promnently publish on its
website at | east four nonths prior to the general election at which a
bal | ot proposal shall appear, the proposed formof the ballot proposal
and abstract. There shall be a public comment period of at |least fifteen
days subsequent to such publication. The state board shall review and
consi der public comments before adopting the final formof the ball ot
proposal and abstract.

b. The state board of elections shall also publish on its website the
Aut omat ed Readability |Index score cal cul ated pursuant to subdivision six
of this section for each form of question and abstract.

The score shall require no higher than an eighth grade reading | evel
(a score of 8 on the Automated Readability Index), unless the state
board of elections shall state the basis for its determ nation that the

pl ain | anguage requirenents of this section are net.

5. For the purposes of this section, plain | anguage shall nean the
formof the ballot proposal and abstract:

a. shall be witten in easily conprehended, concise | anguage;
b. shall not contain nore the one passive sentence;

c. shall not use sem colons, using multiple sentences as necessary,
and



d. shall not contain double negatives.

6. To evaluate conpliance with the plain |anguage requirenments of this
section, the state board of elections shall cal culate an Automated
Readabi lity I ndex score, separately, for each statew de form of ball ot
proposal and abstract.

The Autonat ed Readability Index score shall be cal culated according to
the foll ow ng fornul a:

a. Divide the nunber of characters (excluding spaces) by the nunber of
words and multiply that nunber by 4.71;

b. Divide the nunber of words by the nunber of sentences and nultiply
t hat nunber by 0.5;

c. Add the results of paragraphs a and b of this subdivision.

d. Subtract 21.43 fromthe result of paragraph c of this paragraph and
round to the nearest whol e nunber.

7. No specific Automated Readability Index score shall be required,
provi ded, however, the board shall use best efforts to score at an
ei ghth grade reading | evel or below and neet the definition of plain
| anguage in subdivision five of this section. In addition, the board
shal | expend their best efforts not to exceed the word limts in
subdi vision two of this section but nmay do so when pl ain | anguage
clarity is inproved thereby.

8. Notwi thstanding any other provision of this chapter or other law to
the contrary, the formin which a proposed anmendnent to the constitution
shall be submitted, and the abstract thereof, may be determ ned as part
of the concurrent resolution for the subm ssion of such anendnent, and
abstract thereof, to the people, or the formof subm ssion and abstract
t hereof nay be determined in a separate concurrent resol ution adopted by
bot h houses of the legislature at |east one hundred twenty days prior to



t he general election at which such anmendnent shall be submtted. The

| egi slature, in determ ning the formof subm ssion and abstract under

t hi s subdivision, shall use best efforts to conply with the plain

| anguage requirenents of subdivisions two and five, and shall further
use best efforts for such subm ssion and abstract to score at an eighth
grade reading | evel or below as determ ned by the Autonated Readability
| ndex score as cal cul ated under subdivision six of this section, or

ot her conparable tool to evaluate reading | evels. Provided, however, no
speci fic Automated Readability Index score shall be required. Such form
of subm ssion and abstract determined in the nmanner provided for by this
subdi vi sion shall be transmtted by the state board of elections as

ot herwi se provided in this chapter w thout amendnent or alteration,
except that the state board of elections may assign to such proposed
anendnent the ball ot order numnber applicable thereto.



