8§ 3-222. Preservation of ballots and records of voting machines. 1.
Except as hereinafter provided, renovable nenory cards or other simlar
el ectronic nmedia shall renmin seal ed agai nst reuse until such tinme as
the information stored on such nedi a has been preserved in a nanner
consi stent with procedures devel oped and distributed by the state board
of elections. Provided, however, that the information stored on such
el ectronic nedia and all the data and figures therein nay be exam ned
upon the order of any court or judge of conpetent jurisdiction or nay be
exam ned at the direction of a coomittee of the senate or assenbly to
i nvestigate and report upon contested el ections of nenbers of the
| egi sl ature voted for by the use of voting machines utilizing such
el ectronic media and such data and such figures exam ned by such
committee in the presence of the officer having the custody of voting
machi nes and el ectroni c nedi a.

2. Voted ballots shall be preserved for two years after such el ection
and the packages thereof nay be opened and the contents exam ned only
upon order of a court or judge of conpetent jurisdiction, or by
direction of such coomittee of the senate and assenbly if the ballots
relate to the el ection under investigation by such conmttee, and at the
expiration of such tine, such ballots nay be di sposed of at the
di scretion of the officer or board having charge of them

3. Except as hereinafter provided, packages of protested, void and
whol |y bl ank ballots, open packages of unused ballots and all early
mai |, absentee and mlitary, special federal, special presidential and
energency ballots and ball ot envel opes, if any, opened or unopened,
shall be preserved for two years after the election. Seal ed packages of
unused bal l ots shall be retained for four nonths, and may then be
destroyed, provided a certificate articulating the election district
i dentifying data and nunbers of such ballots is filed with the bal ance
of ballots described in this section, for the balance of the two year
retention period. Except as hereinafter provided, boxes containing voted
paper ballots, if any shall be preserved inviolate for four nonths after
the election, or until one nonth before the next election occurring
within five nonths after a preceding election if such boxes are needed
for use at such next election and if the officer or board in charge of



such voted paper ballots is required by law to furnish ball ot boxes
therefor. Provided, however, that such ball ot boxes and such packages
may be opened, and their contents and the early nmil, absentee and
mlitary, special federal, special presidential and energency ballots
and bal |l ot envel opes nay be exam ned, upon the order of any court or
justice of conpetent jurisdiction. Boxes and envel opes containing early
mai |, absentee, mlitary and enmergency ballots voted at a general or
special election, for the office of nenber of the senate or assenbly,
packages of void, protested and wholly blank ballots, unopened early
mai |, absentee and mlitary ballot envel opes and the packages of unused
bal |l ots, in connection with such election, also nay be opened, and their
contents and such envel opes al so may be exam ned, by direction of a
commttee of the senate or assenbly to investigate and report on
contested el ections of nenbers of the |egislature. Unless otherw se
ordered or directed by such a court, justice or comrttee, such boxes
shall be opened and their contents and such packages and the envel opes
contai ning voted ballots and ball ot envel opes shall be destroyed, at the
expiration of the period during which they are required by the
provisions of this section to be preserved, except that instead of being
destroyed, they nmay be sold and the proceeds paid over in the manner
provided with respect to the sale of books, records and papers
pertaining to an el ection.

4. Al records and docunents pertaining to ballot |abel program ng
and bal |l ot |abel progranm ng data for any election for any voting
machi ne of a type approved after Septenber first, nineteen hundred
eighty-six and all records pertaining to the periodic naintenance
testing of any such progranm ng and programr ng data or the testing of
any such machine in connection with any such election shall be preserved
for two years after such el ection



