8§ 3-100. New York state board of elections; nenbership; organization.
1. There is hereby created within the executive departnent a New York
state board of elections, hereafter referred to as the "state board of
el ections", conposed of four comm ssioners appointed by the governor:
two conm ssioners, one each from anong not fewer than two persons
recommended by the chairnman of the state commttee of each of the ngjor
political parties; and two other conm ssioners, one upon the joint
reconmendati on of the |egislative |eaders, of one mgjor political party,
i n each house of the |egislature and one upon the joint recomrendation
of the legislative | eaders, of the other major political party, in each
house of the | egislature. The comm ssioners shall be appointed for terns
of two years each and in the same nanner as their respective
predecessors. A conm ssioner appointed to the board to fill a vacancy
caused other than by expiration of a term shall serve for the bal ance
of the unexpired term In the event that there is a vacancy in the
of fice of the conmm ssioner appointed on the recomendati on of such
| egi sl ative | eaders caused by expiration of termor otherw se, such
| egi sl ative | eaders responsi ble for making the joint recommendation to
fill such vacancy shall jointly recormend an individual to fill such
vacancy and the governor shall make the appointnment from such joint
recommendation within thirty days of receiving such joint
reconmendation. In the event the governor does not act on such joint
reconmendation within thirty days or objects to such joint
recommendati on, then the |egislative | eaders maki ng such joint
reconmendati on shall have the option of: (a) appointing the individual
so jointly recomrended as a conm ssioner, or (b) jointly reconmrendi ng
anot her individual for appointnent by the governor according to the
procedure outlined in this subdivision.

2. The two conmm ssioners of the board appoi nted upon the
recommendati on of the |egislative |eaders shall be co-chairs of the
state board of el ections.

3. The commi ssioners of the state board of elections shall have no
ot her public enploynent. The commi ssioners shall receive an annual
salary of twenty-five thousand dollars, within the amounts nade
avail abl e therefor by appropriation. The board shall, for the purposes



of sections seventy-three and seventy-four of the public officers |aw,
be a "state agency", and such comm ssioners shall be "officers" of the
state board of elections for the purposes of such sections. Wthin the
anounts made avail abl e by appropriation therefor, the state board of

el ections shall appoint two co-executive directors, and such other staff
menbers as are necessary in the exercise of its functions, and may fiXx

t heir conpensati on. The conmm ssioners or, in the case of a vacancy on

t he board, the conm ssioner of each of the najor political parties shal
appoi nt one co-executive director. Each co-executive director shal

serve a termof four years. Any vacancy in the office of co-executive
director shall be filled by the conm ssioners or, in the case of a
vacancy on the board, the conm ssioner of the sane major political party
as the vacating incunbent for the renaining period of the termof such
vacati ng i ncunbent.

3-a. There is established within the state board of elections the
of fice of chief enforcenment counsel to head the division of election | aw
enforcement. Such counsel shall serve in said office for a fixed term of
five years comrenci ng Septenber first, two thousand fourteen, and may
only be renoved by the governor for substantial neglect of duty, gross
m sconduct in office, or the inability to discharge the powers or duties
of office, upon notice with an opportunity to be heard. The chi ef
enf orcenment counsel shall have sole authority over personnel decisions
within the enforcenent division. Al hiring decisions made by the chief
enf orcenent counsel shall be nmade without regard to political
affiliation. The chief enforcenent counsel shall not hold any other
public office, be a party officer during his or her termof office, or
ot herwi se engage in outside enploynent. He or she shall be chosen by the
governor which choice shall be confirmed by each house of the
| egi sl ature separately by a mpjority vote of the nenbers elected to each
house of the |egislature.

4. For the purposes of neetings, three conm ssioners shall constitute
a quorum The affirmative vote of three comm ssioners shall be required

for any official action of the state board of el ections.

5. The principal office of the state board of elections shall be in



the county of Al bany.



