8§ 17-204. Definitions. For the purposes of this title:

1. "At-large" nethod of election neans a nmethod of el ecting nenbers to
t he governing body of a political subdivision: (a) in which all of the
voters of the entire political subdivision elect each of the nenbers to
t he governing body; (b) in which the candidates are required to reside
within given areas of the political subdivision and all of the voters of
the entire political subdivision elect each of the nmenbers to the
governi ng body; or (c) that conbines at-large elections with
district-based el ections, unless the only nmenber of the governing body
of a political subdivision elected at-large hol ds exclusively executive
responsibilities. For the purposes of this title, at-large nethod of
el ecti on does not include ranked-choice voting, cumnulative voting, and
limted voting.

2. "District-based" nethod of election nmeans a nethod of electing
menbers to the governing body of a political subdivision using a
districting or redistricting plan in which each nenber of the governing
body resides within a district or ward that is a divisible part of the
political subdivision and is elected only by voters residing within that
district or ward, except for a menber of the governing body that holds
excl usively executive responsibilities.

3. "Alternative" nethod of election neans a nethod of el ecting nenbers
to the governing body of a political subdivision using a nmethod ot her
than at-large or district-based, including, but not limted to,
ranked- choi ce voting, cunulative voting, and limted voting.

4. "Political subdivision" means a geographic area of representation
created for the provision of governnment services, including, but not
limted to, a county, city, town, village, school district, or any other
district organized pursuant to state or |ocal |aw

5. "Protected class" nmeans a class of individuals who are nmenbers of a
race, color, or |anguage-mnority group, including individuals who are
menbers of a mininmumreporting category that has ever been officially
recogni zed by the United States census bureau.



5-a. "Language mnorities" or "language-mnority group” neans persons
who are Anerican Indian, Asian American, Al askan Natives or of Spanish
herit age.

6. "Racially polarized voting" neans voting in which there is a
di vergence in the candidate, political preferences, or electoral choice
of menbers in a protected class fromthe candi dates, or electoral choice
of the rest of the electorate.

7. "Federal voting rights act" neans the federal Voting Ri ghts Act of
1965, 52 U.S.C. § 10301 et seq., as amended.

8. The "civil rights bureau"” means the civil rights bureau of the
of fice of the attorney general.

9. "CGovernment enforcenent action"” neans a denial of admnistrative or
judicial preclearance by the state or federal governnent, pending
litigation filed by a federal or state entity, a final judgnent or
adj udi cati on, a consent decree, or simlar formal action.



