8§ 14-209. Enforcement and penalties for violations and ot her
proceedings. 1. Gvil penalties. Violations of any provisions regarding
publ i c canpaign financing stated in this title or regulation pronul gated
pursuant to this title shall be subject to a civil penalty in an anount
not in excess of fifteen thousand dollars and such other |esser fines as
the PCFB may promul gate in regulation. Candi dates nmay contest alleged
failures to file, late reports and reports with noticed deficiencies and
have an opportunity to be heard by the PCFB. The PCFB shall promul gate a
regul ation setting forth a schedule of fines for such infractions
i ncluding those that it nay assess directly on violators. The PCFB shal
i nvestigate referrals and conplaints. After investigation, it nmay
recomend di smissal, settlenent, civil action, or referral to | aw
enforcenment. The PCFB nmay assess penalties and it is authorized to
comence a civil action in court to enforce all penalties and recover
noney due.

2. Notice of violation and opportunity to be heard. The PCFB shall:

(a) determ ne whether a violation of any provision of this title or
regul ati on promul gat ed hereunder has been conmitted;

(b) serve witten notice upon each person or entity it has reason to
bel i eve has conmtted a violation and such witten notice shall describe
with particularity the nature of the alleged violation including a
witten reference to a specific law or regulation all eged to have been
vi ol at ed;

(c) provide such person or entity an opportunity to be heard pursuant
to the state adm nistrative procedure act and any regul ati ons of the
PCFB; and

(d) if appropriate, assess penalties for violations, follow ng such
notice and opportunity to be heard.

3. Crimnal conduct. Any person who knowi ngly and willfully furnishes
or submts false statenents or information to the PCFB in connection
with its admnistration of this title shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor
in addition to any other penalty as may be inposed under this chapter or
pursuant to any other |aw. The attorney general, upon referral fromthe
PCFB, shall have exclusive authority to prosecute any such crimna
violation. The PCFB shall seek to recover any public matching funds



obtained as a result of such crim nal conduct.

4. Court proceedings. Proceedings as to public financing brought under
this title shall have preference over all other causes in all courts.

(a) The determ nation of eligibility pursuant to this title and any
gquestion or issue relating to paynents for canpai gn expenditures
pursuant to this title may be contested in a proceeding instituted in
the Suprenme Court, Al bany county by any aggrieved candi date.

(b) A proceeding with respect to such a determ nation of eligibility
or paynent for qualified canpai gn expenditures pursuant to this chapter
shall be instituted within fourteen days after such determ nation was
made. The PCFB shall be nade a party to any such proceedi ng.

(c) Upon the PCFB's failure to receive the anount due froma
partici pati ng candi date or such candidate's authorized conmttee after
the i ssuance of witten notice of such anmount due, as required by this
title, the PCFB is authorized to institute a special proceeding or civil
action in Suprenme Court, Al bany county to obtain a judgment for any
anounts determ ned to be payable to the PCFB as a result of an
exam nation and audit made pursuant to this title or to obtain such
anounts directly fromthe candi date or authorized comrittee after a
heari ng at the PCFB.

(d) The PCFB shall settle or, inits sole discretion, institute a
speci al proceeding or civil action in Suprene Court, Al bany county to
obtain a judgnment for civil penalties determ ned to be payable to the
PCFB pursuant to this title or to inpose such penalty directly after a
heari ng at the PCFB.



