8§ 14-200. Legislative findings and intent. The | egislature finds that
reform of New York state's canpaign finance systemis crucial to
i mproving public confidence in the state's denocratic processes and
continuing to ensure a governnment that is accountable to all of the
voters of the state regardl ess of wealth or position. The |egislature
finds that New York's current system of canpaign finance, with its |arge
contributions to candidates for office and party conmttees, has created
the potential for and the appearance of corruption. The | egislature
further finds that, whether or not this system creates actual
corruption, the appearance of such corruption can give rise to a
distrust in governnment and citizen apathy that underm nes the denocratic
operation of the political process.

The legislature also finds that the high cost of running for office in
New Yor k di scourages qualified candidates fromrunning for office and
creates an el ectoral systemthat encourages candi dates to spend too much
time raising noney rather than attending to the duties of their office,
representing the needs of their constituents, and comunicating with
voters.

The | egislature anends this article creating a newtitle to this
article to reduce the possibility and appearance that special interests
exerci se undue influence over state officials; to increase the actual
and apparent responsiveness of elected officials to all voters; to
encourage qualified candidates to run for office; and to reduce the
pressure on candi dates to spend | arge amounts of tine raising | arge
contributions for their canpaigns.

The legislature also finds that the system of voluntary public
financing furthers the governnment's interest in encouraging qualified
candidates to run for office. The legislature finds that the voluntary
public funding programw || enlarge the public debate and increase
participation in the denocratic process. In addition, the |egislature
finds that the voluntary expenditure limtations and matching fund
program reduce the burden on candi dates and officehol ders to spend tine
rai sing noney for their canpaigns.



Therefore, the | egislature declares that these anendnents further the
i nportant and valid governnment interests of reducing voter apathy,
bui | di ng confidence in governnent, reducing the reality and appearance
of corruption, and encouragi ng qualified candidates to run for office,
whi | e reduci ng candi dates' and offi cehol ders' fundrai sing burdens.



