8§ 11-308. Special ballots for emergency responders. 1. A registered
voter who serves as an energency responder in tines of enmergency, as
decl ared by the governor or a court of conpetent jurisdiction, may apply
to the board of elections by letter or special application via nail,
facsimle or e-mail, for a special ballot. Such application or letter
may be delivered to the board of elections at any time prior to any
el ection, without regard to deadlines for the receipt of early mail or
absent ee bal | ot applications.

2. Emergency responders may utilize an early mail or absentee ball ot
application to request a special ballot, or may file a witten statenent
that he or she will be unable to appear at the polling place on the day
of an el ection because his or her duties as an energency responder
require such voter to be el sewhere. The emergency responder shal
designate a preference for the receipt of a special ballot. The board of
el ections shall provide such voter a special ballot imediately upon
such request, and shall utilize overnight express delivery for such mai
bal | ot delivery. If the designated preference is for facsimle or
el ectronic transm ssion, the ballot shall be furnished in the sane
manner applicable to mlitary voters who request ballots in such fornat.

3. Such cast ballots nay be delivered to any office of any board of
el ections in the state, or to any open poll site not later than the
cl ose of the polls on el ection day.

4. Energency responders shall receive assistance from any board of
el ections in the state in relation to applying for, casting and return
delivery of a special ballot, including facsimle and el ectronic
transm ssion services, ballot envel ope tenplates if necessary, and any
ot her conponent of the special ballot election process that will help
ensure the enfranchi senment of such energency responder.

5. Enmergency responder special ballots received by boards of elections
fromvoters under the jurisdiction of another board of elections shall
be date and tinme-stanped and i medi ately forwarded to the voter's board
of elections. Such ballots shall be tinely if the tine stanp of the
first receiving board of elections is tinely. Such ballots shall be cast



and canvassed pursuant to the provisions of section 9-209 of this
chapter and where an energency responder's ball ot and envel ope is not
standard i n appearance, it shall be cast and canvassed consistent with
t he provisions of section 10-125 of this chapter.

6. For purposes of this section, "emergency responders” shall include
all persons called upon to provide energency support, relief or other
services, in the response to natural disasters, acts of terrorismor
sabotage, fire, power failure, and such other circunstances which pronpt
t he governor or a court of conpetent jurisdiction to declare such
energency. Energency responders include, but are not limted to, nedical
personnel, mlitary personnel, utility conmpany or simlar contract
enpl oyees, fire departnment personnel, police departnent personnel, | ocal
and state enmergency managenent personnel, and other state and | ocal
gover nment enpl oyees provi di ng energency response services.

7. The state board of elections shall develop and distribute to boards
of elections, sanple fornms and procedures to ensure the participation of
energency responders in any el ection conducted by a board of el ections.



