§ 223. Econom cally sustainable transportation denonstration program
1. Definitions. As used in this section:

(a) "Econom cally sustainable transportation provider" shall nean a
non-profit provider of transportation services that subnmits to the
di rector and obtains approval of a plan denonstrating that the provider
i s capabl e of providing econom cally sustainable transportation
servi ces.

(b) "Econom cally sustainable transportation services" shall nean
dermand-r esponsi ve transportation services that are provided:

(1) by aut onobil e;

(2) to qualified individuals;

(3) twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week; and

(4) by volunteer or paid drivers.

(c) "Qualified individual" shall mean an individual who is:

(1) an ol der individual, as defined in section 102 of the d der
Anericans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3002); or

(2) an individual who is blind, within the neaning of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U S.C. 701 et seq.), an individual who
has significant visual inpairnment described in section 751 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U S.C. 796j), or an individual who is
eligible for benefits under title Il or XVI of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 401 et seq., 1381 et seq.) on the basis of blindness.

(d) "Qualified transportation account” shall nean an account
established for a qualified individual for the purpose of acquiring
transportation services froman econom cally sustainable transportation
provi der.

(e) "Director” shall nmean the director of the New York state office
for the aging.

(f) "Eligible entity" shall mean a private non-profit organization
Wi th experience in establishing and replicating the independent
transportation network to provide econonically sustainable
transportation services for qualified individuals.

2. The director shall establish the econom cally sustainable
transportation denonstration programfor the purpose of enabling seniors
to remai n i ndependent and nobile in their community. The program woul d
provi de an on demand transit service for seniors that woul d use



aut onobi | es driven by volunteer and paid drivers to transport seniors to
where they need and want to go. After a period of five years, the
program woul d no | onger be eligible for state fundi ng and woul d be

conpl etely sel f-sustaining, relying on consunmer fares and voluntary
comunity support to renain operational

3. Before carrying out the economnmically sustainable transportation
denonstration program the director shall enter into a contract or a
cooperative agreenent with an eligible entity to provi de recomrendati ons
and support to the director regarding the adm nistration of such a
program

(a) The eligible entity that enters into a contract or agreenent under
subdi vi sion three of this section shall:

(1) Provide initial and ongoing technical assistance and support to
the director for the adm nistration of the sustainable transportation
denonstrati on program

(2) Provide initial and ongoing technical assistance to economcally
sust ai nabl e transportati on providers.

(3) Provide reconmendation to the director about the establishnent of,
and requi rements concerning |ocations where the econom cally sustai nable
transportation services will be provided in the state.

(4) Provide reconmendations to the director for the creation and use
of qualified transportation accounts for the transportation services,

i ncludi ng the provisions that such an account:

(i) may be funded with credits or funds equal to the value of a
vehicle traded to an econom cal ly sustainable transportation provider
by, or on behalf of, a qualified individual, or by other neans;

(ii) shall be used only to provide transportation services to the
qual i fied individual

(iii) shall have a designated beneficiary; and

(iv) shall be transferable to an individual other than the qualified
i ndi vi dual

(5) Provide reconmendations to the director regarding participation in
any federal grant programfor an econonically sustainable transportation
program

4. After receiving the recommendati ons and support described in



subdi vision three of this section, the director shall devel op a request
for proposal to carry out the econom cally sustainabl e denonstration
program

5. Copyrights and tradenmarks. Nothing in this section shall affect the
rights of the eligible entity under the copyright or trademark | aws of
the United States. Nothing in this section shall require the disclosure
of information to which Federal law relating to trade secrets (including
section 552(b)(4) of title 5, United States Code) applies. In entering
into a contract or cooperative agreenent under this section, the
director shall not establish any conditions that affect such rights or
require such discl osure.

6. Wthin amounts appropriated, the director shall nake grants
avai lable to qualified econom cally sustainable transportation providers
of no less than fifty-five thousand dollars per grantee in the first
year of the operation of the program Such providers shall be eligible
to receive funding under this section annually for up to five years.
After such tinme, providers nmust be able to provide econonically
sust ai nabl e transportation services without receiving further public
fi nanci al assistance for operating or capital expenses.

7. To be eligible to receive a grant under this section, an
econoni cal |l y sustai nabl e transportation provider shall commit to raising
mat chi ng funds from non-state sources equal to fifty percent of the
state grant. Up to ten percent of the provider match nay be provided
i n- ki nd.

8. The office nmay use up to twelve percent of the total of any funding
appropriated pursuant to this section for admnistration.



