§ 217. Congregate services initiative for the elderly. 1. Definitions.
As used in this section, the follow ng words shall have the foll ow ng
nmeani ngs:

(a) "Designated agency" shall nmean an agency which is designated by
the chief executive officer of the county if there be one, or otherw se
t he governing board of such county, or the chief executive officer of
the city of New York, or the governing board of an Indian tri bal
council; which is either a unit of county government or the city of New
York or an Indian tribal organization or a private non-profit agency,
and which is the area agency on agi ng created pursuant to the federal
ol der Americans act of 1965.

(b) "Elderly person"” shall nean a person sixty years of age or ol der

(c) "County" shall nmean a county, as defined in section three of the
county | aw, except that the city of New York shall be considered one
county.

(d) "Congregate services" shall nean services for elderly persons
whi ch are provided by a public or a governnment agency or non-profit
agency which are provided in community settings at which elderly people
conme together for services and activities that respond to their diverse
needs and interests, enhance their dignity, support their independence,
and encourage their involvenent in and with the community and which seek
to prevent the well elderly fromrequiring nore intensive services such
as those provided under expanded non-nedi cal in-honme services and
non-institution respite service. Such services include but are not
limted to:

(1) Information and referral;

(2) Transportation;

(3) Nutrition-related services that deal wi th hunger anong the
el derly;

(4) Socialization/conpani onshi p;

(5) Educational and cultural opportunities;

(6) Counseling;

(7) Support services for famlies/caregivers;

(8) Vol unteer opportunities;

(9) Enploynment services infornmation,;

(10) Health pronotion and di sease prevention services;

(11) Financial literacy education; and



(12) Elder abuse, including identity theft, education and outreach.
(e) "Non-profit agency" shall nmean a corporation organi zed or existing
pursuant to the not-for-profit corporation |aw.

2. Notwi thstandi ng any provision of this section, nothing contained
herein shall give the director or a designated agency any
adm ni strative, fiscal, supervisory, or other authority whatsoever over
any plans, prograns or expenditures authorized pursuant to titles
ei ghteen, nineteen and twenty of the federal social security act, or
over any unit of state or |ocal governnent.

3. Funding. (a) The director shall, within the anmounts appropriated
t herefor, nake funds avail able to designated agencies for the provision
of congregate services for elderly persons.

(b) The director shall distribute such funds based on a formula
devel oped by the office which shall take into account the geographic
distribution of elderly persons within the state and any other factors
deened appropriate by the director.

4. (a) Except as otherw se provided in paragraph (b) of this
subdi vi si on, the designated agency shall subcontract with public
agencies, not-for-profit agencies, or other entities to provide
congregate services.

(b) The designated agency may directly operate, with the approval of
the director, congregate services.

(c) The designated agency may use up to five percent of the total of
any funds provided to the designated agency pursuant to this section for
adm ni stration.

5. Designated agencies qualifying for funds under this section nust
include in the current county plan, required under section two hundred
fourteen of this title, a description of the planning, coordination,
adm nistrative and local funding priorities and activities necessary to
achi eve the goals and objectives of this section.

6. Wthin the anmounts appropriated therefor, counties authorized to
provi de congregate services pursuant to this section shall be eligible



for reinbursenent by the state of up to seventy-five percent of
al | owabl e expenditures for approved services pursuant to this section.

7. The conptroller may wi thhold the paynent of state aid to any county
in the event that such county alters or discontinues the operations
approved by the director pursuant to this section or otherwise fails to
conply with the regul ations or requirenents of the director

8. Contracts for services. (a) For the purposes of this section,
counties are authorized to contract with public agencies,
muni cipalities, non-profit agencies, or such other entities as the
di rector may authori ze.

(b) Congregate services provided pursuant to this section shall not be
provi ded directly by the designated agency unl ess approval is granted by
the director. Such approval nay not be given by the director unless the
desi gnat ed agency directly provided the service prior to approval of the
annual county plan by the director, or unless it can be shown that the
di rect provision of a congregate service by the designated agency is
necessary due to the absence of an existing suitable provider to assure
an adequate supply of such service, or to ensure the quality of the
service provided.

(c) Pursuant to an agreenment, two or nore counties nay join together
for the purposes of this section. Such agreenents shall nake provision
for the proportionate cost to be borne by each county, the enpl oynent of
personnel, the recei pt and di sbursenent of funds, and any other natters
deened necessary by the director.

9. For the purposes of obtaining state aid within the anounts
appropriated therefor under this section, a designated agency of an
I ndian tribal organization shall qualify as though it were a designated
agency for a county.

10. On or before February first, two thousand five the office shal
submit a report to the chairs of the assenbly ways and nmeans conmitt ee,
the senate finance commttee, and the director of the division of the
budget whi ch eval uates and makes recommendati ons on the congregate
services initiative program The report should include but not be



limted to the follow ng information:

(a) A description of grant recipients and anmount of funds received
t hrough area offices on aging for the congregate services initiative.
The description of grant recipients should include: the types of
services offered at each site, the nunmber of individuals served, and, to
the extent practicable, a profile of the individuals served. The office
shoul d i nclude a specific recomendati on on whether a mininal set of
servi ces should be required of each programor if flexible service
requi renents shoul d be maintai ned.

(b) A description of the benefits of the program including any survey
i nformati on obtainable fromparticipants in the program fam |y nenbers,
or caregivers for whomthe program may serve as respite. The description
of benefits should al so address the extent to which availability of the
program hel ps to avoi d unnecessary institutionalization of participants.

(c) A description of oversight and pl anni ng mechanisnms built into the
program and an assessnment of the extent to which reconfiguration of the
recreation programto the congregate services initiative has inproved
the delivery and/or oversight of services.

(d) A description of how providers of congregate services initiative
servi ces have coordinated with other agencies, providers, or counties,
who offer simlar services.

(e) A description of any known factors which have either contri buted
to successful service delivery or have hindered the congregate services
initiative program

(f) An assessnment of the need for and/or demand for congregate
initiative services and the extent to which the congregate services
initiative or any other avail able services, are currently addressing
t hose needs.

(g) Any other information the office for the aging deens rel evant.

11. The executive departnent is authorized to collect any information
necessary fromgrant recipients or area offices on agi ng necessary to
conplete this report.

12. Wth regard to direct grants to community based non-profit
organi zations for the provision of congregate services to persons sixty
years of age or older to pronote their health, independence and



i nvol venent in the community, congregate services shall be provided at
comunity settings where eligible persons conme together for services and
activities and shall include, but are not limted to: information and
referral; transportation; nutrition-related services; socialization;
educational and cultural opportunities; counseling; support services for
caregivers and fam lies; volunteer opportunities; enploynent services

i nformati on; and health pronoti on and di sease prevention services.



