8§ 8501. Definition of the practice of respiratory therapy. The
practice of the profession of respiratory therapy, which shall be
undertaken pursuant to the direction of a duly licensed physician, is
defined as the perfornmance of cardiopul nonary eval uation, respiratory
t herapy treatnent techni ques, and education of the patient, famly and
publi c.

1. Evaluation shall include the acquisition, analysis and
interpretation of data obtained from physi ol ogi cal specinens, perfornm ng
di agnostic tests, studies and research of the cardi opul nonary system and
neur ophysi ol ogi cal studies related to respiratory care.

2. Therapy shall include the application and nonitoring of medical
gases (excluding anesthetic gases) and environnmental control systens,
mechani cal ventilatory support, artificial airway care, bronchopul nonary
hygi ene, pharnacol ogi c agents related to respiratory care procedures,
and cardi opul nronary rehabilitation related and Iimted to respiratory
care.

3. Respiratory therapy services nay be perforned pursuant to a
prescription of a |licensed physician or certified nurse practitioner.



