§ 8412. Mandatory continuing education. 1. (a) Each |licensed nental
heal t h counselor, marriage and fam |y therapist, psychoanal yst, and
creative arts therapist required under this article to register
triennially with the departnment to practice in this state, shall conply
with the provisions of mandatory continuing education requirenents
prescribed in subdivision two of this section, except as set forth in
par agraphs (b) and (c) of this subdivision. Licensed nental health
counselors, nmarriage and fam |y therapists, psychoanal ysts, and creative
arts therapists who do not satisfy the mandatory conti nui ng education
requi renents shall not practice until they have net such requirenents,
and they have been issued a registration certificate, except that a
| i censed nental health counselor, marriage and famly therapist,
psychoanal yst, and creative arts therapist may practice w thout having
nmet such requirenents if he or she is issued a conditional registration
certificate pursuant to subdivision three of this section.

(b) Each licensed nental health counselor, marriage and famly
t herapi st, psychoanal yst, and creative arts therapist shall be exenpt
fromthe mandat ory conti nui ng education requirenments for the triennial
regi stration period during which they are first licensed. |In accordance
with the intent of this section, adjustnent to the mandatory conti nuing
education requirenment may be granted by the departnment for reasons of
health that are certified by an appropriate health care professional,
for extended active duty with the armed forces of the United States, or
for other good cause acceptable to the departnment which may prevent
conpl i ance.

(c) Alicensed nmental health counselor, nmarriage and famly therapist,
psychoanal yst, and creative arts therapi st not engaged in practice, as
determ ned by the departnent, shall be exenpt fromthe mandatory
continui ng education requirenment upon the filing of a statenment with the
departnment declaring such status. Any |licensee who returns to the
practice of nmental health counseling, marriage and fam |y therapy,
psychoanal ysis, and creative arts therapy during the triennial
regi stration period shall notify the departnment prior to reentering the
prof essi on and shall meet such nmandatory education requirenents as shal
be prescribed by regul ati ons of the comm ssioner.

2. During each triennial registration period an applicant for



registration as a |licensed nental health counselor, marriage and famly
t herapi st, psychoanal yst, and creative arts therapist shall conplete a
m ni nrum of thirty-six hours of acceptable formal continuing education, a
maxi nrum of twelve hours of which nay be self-instructional course work
acceptable to the departnent. Any |icensed nental health counsel or,
marriage and fam |y therapist, psychoanal yst, and creative arts

t herapi st whose first registration date following the effective date of
this section occurs less than three years fromsuch effective date, but
on or after January first, two thousand seventeen, shall conplete
continui ng education hours on a prorated basis at the rate of one hour
per nonth for the period beginning January first, two thousand sevent een
up to the first registration date thereafter. A |licensee who has not
satisfied the nmandatory continui ng educati on requirenent shall not be
issued a triennial registration certificate by the departnent and shal
not practice unless and until a conditional registration certificate is
i ssued as provided for in subdivision three of this section. Continuing
education hours taken during one trienniumnmay not be transferred to the
subsequent trienni um

3. (a) The departnent, in its discretion, may issue a conditional
registration to a licensee who fails to neet the continuing education
requi renents established in subdivision two of this section but who
agrees to nake up any deficiencies and conpl ete any additional education
whi ch the departnment may require. The fee for such a conditiona
regi stration shall be the same as, and in addition to, the fee for the
triennial registration. The duration of such conditional registration
shall be determ ned by the departnment but shall not exceed one year. Any
licensee who is notified of the denial of registration for failure to
submt evidence, satisfactory to the departnent, of required continuing
education and who practices without such registration my be subject to
di sciplinary proceedi ngs pursuant to section sixty-five hundred ten of
this title.

(b) For purposes of this section "acceptable formal education" shal
mean formal courses of |earning which contribute to professional
practice in nmental health counseling, marriage and fam |y therapy,
psychoanal ysis, or creative arts therapies and which neet the standards
prescri bed by regul ati ons of the conm ssioner. Such fornmal courses of



| earning shall include, but not be Iimted to, collegiate |evel credit
and non-credit courses, professional devel opnment prograns and techni cal
sessions offered by national, state and | ocal professional associations
and ot her organizations acceptable to the departnent, and any ot her
organi zed educational and technical progranms acceptable to the
departnment. Continuing education courses nust be taken from a provider
who has been approved by the departnent, based upon an application and
fee, pursuant to the regul ations of the commi ssioner. The depart nment
may, in its discretion and as needed to contribute to the health and
wel fare of the public, require the conpletion of continuing education
courses in specific subjects to fulfill this nmandatory conti nui ng
education requirenent. Licensed nental health counselors, narriage and
famly therapi sts, psychoanal ysts, and creative arts therapi sts shal
mai nt ai n adequat e docunentati on of conpletion of acceptable fornal
continui ng education and shall provide such docunentation at the request
of the departnent. Failure to provide such docunentation upon the
request of the departnment shall be an act of m sconduct subject to

di sciplinary proceedi ngs pursuant to section sixty-five hundred ten of
this title.

(c) The mandatory conti nui ng educati on fee shall be determ ned by the
departnment. Such fee shall be payable on or before the first day of each
triennial registration period, and shall be paid in addition to the
triennial registration fees required by paragraph (g) of subdivision
three of section eighty-four hundred two of this article and paragraph
(g) of subdivision three of section eighty-four hundred five of this
article.



