§ 8402. Mental health counseling. 1. Definition of the practice of
mental health counseling. The practice of the profession of nental
heal t h counseling is defined as:

(a) the evaluation, assessnment, anelioration, treatnent, nodification,
or adjustnment to a disability, problem or disorder of behavior,
character, devel opnent, enotion, personality or relationships by the use
of verbal or behavioral nmethods with individuals, couples, famlies or
groups in private practice, group, or organi zed settings; and

(b) the use of assessnent instrunents and nental health counseling and
psychot herapy to identify, evaluate and treat dysfunctions and di sorders
for purposes of providing appropriate nmental health counseling services.

2. Practice of mental health counseling and use of the titles "nental
heal t h counselor” and "licensed nental health counselor”. Only a person
| i censed or exenpt under this article shall practice nental health
counseling or use the title "nmental health counselor”. Only a person
i censed under this article shall use the title "licensed nental health
counsel or"™ or any other designation tending to inply that the person is
| icensed to practice nental health counseling.

3. Requirenents for a professional license. To qualify for a |license
as a "licensed nental health counselor", an applicant shall fulfill the
foll owi ng requirenents

(a) Application: File an application with the departnent;

(b) Education: Have received an education, including a nmaster's or
hi gher degree in counseling froma programregistered by the departnent
or determ ned by the departnent to be the substantial equival ent
thereof, in accordance with the conm ssioner's regulations. The graduate
coursework shall include, but not be limted to, the foll ow ng areas:

(i) human growt h and devel opnent ;

(ii) social and cultural foundations of counseling;

(iii) counseling theory and practice and psychopat hol ogy;

(iv) group dynam cs;

(v) lifestyle and career devel opnent;

(vi) assessnment and appraisal of individuals, couples and famlies and
groups;

(vii) research and program eval uati on



(viii) professional orientation and ethics;

(i x) foundations of nental health counseling and consultation;

(x) clinical instruction; and

(xi) conpletion of a m ninum one year supervised internship or
practicumin nental health counseling;

(c) Experience: An applicant shall conplete a mninmmof three
t housand hours of post-naster's supervised experience relevant to the
practice of nmental health counseling satisfactory to the board and in
accordance with the commi ssioner's regul ations. Satisfactory experience
obtained in an entity operating under a waiver issued by the departnent
pursuant to section sixty-five hundred three-a of this title may be
accepted by the departnment, notw thstandi ng that such experience nay
have been obtained prior to the effective date of such section
sixty-five hundred three-a and/or prior to the entity having obtained a
wai ver. The departnment may, for good cause shown, accept satisfactory
experience that was obtained in a setting that woul d have been eligible
for a waiver but which has not obtained a waiver fromthe departnent or
experience that was obtained in good faith by the applicant under the
bel i ef that appropriate authorization had been obtained for the
experience, provided that such experience neets all other requirenents
for acceptabl e experience;

(d) Exami nation: Pass an exam nation satisfactory to the board and in
accordance with the commi ssioner's regul ati ons;

(e) Age: Be at |east twenty-one years of age;

(f) Character: Be of good noral character as determ ned by the
departnment; and

(g) Fees: Pay a fee of one hundred seventy-five dollars for an initial
| icense and a fee of one hundred seventy dollars for each triennial
regi stration period.



