8§ 815. State seal of biliteracy. 1. (a) The state seal of biliteracy
is established to recognize high school graduates who have attai ned a
hi gh |l evel of proficiency in |listening, speaking, reading, and witing
in one or nore | anguages in addition to English. The state seal of
biliteracy shall be awarded by the comm ssioner. School district
participation in this programis voluntary.

(b) The purposes of the state seal of biliteracy are as foll ows:

(1) To encourage pupils to study |anguages.

(2) To certify attainnment of biliteracy.

(3) To provide enployers with a nmethod of identifying people with
| anguage and biliteracy skills.

(4) To provide universities with an additional nethod to recognize
appl i cants seeki ng adm ssi on.

(5) To prepare pupils with twenty-first century skills.

(6) To recognize the value of foreign | anguage and native | anguage
i nstruction in public schools. For the purpose of this section foreign
| anguage neans any | anguage ot her than English (LOTE) including al
nodern | anguages, Latin, Anmerican Sign Language, Native Anerican
| anguages and native | anguages.

(7) To strengthen intergroup relationships, affirmthe val ue of
diversity, and honor the nultiple cultures and | anguages of a comunity.

2. (a) The state seal of biliteracy certifies attainment of a high
| evel of proficiency by a graduating high school pupil in one or nore
| anguages, in addition to English.

(b) The board of regents shall pronul gate such regul ati ons of the
commi ssi oner as nmay be necessary to establish the criteria that students
nmust achieve to earn a state seal of biliteracy, which nmay include, but
is not limted to attainnment of units of credit in English |anguage arts
and | anguages ot her than English, passage of state assessnents in
Engl i sh | anguage arts and | anguage ot her than English, and passage of
such additional assessnments of foreign | anguage proficiency as may be
approved by the comm ssioner for this purpose.

(c) For purposes of this section, foreign | anguage neans any | anguage
ot her than English (LOTE) including all nodern | anguages, Latin,
Anerican Sign Language, Native Anerican |anguages and native | anguages.



3. The comm ssioner shall do both of the foll ow ng:

(a) Prepare and deliver to participating school districts an
appropriate insignia to be affixed to the diplona and transcript of the
pupi | indicating that the pupil has been awarded a state seal of
biliteracy by the conm ssioner.

(b) Provide other information he or she deens necessary for school
districts to successfully participate in the program

4. A school district that participates in the programunder this
section shall do both of the follow ng:

(a) Maintain appropriate records in order to identify pupils who have
earned a state seal of biliteracy.

(b) Affix the appropriate insignia to the diplom and transcript of
each pupil who earns a state seal of biliteracy.

5. No fee shall be charged to a pupil pursuant to this section



