8§ 7901. Definition. 1. The practice of the profession of occupational
therapy is defined as the functional evaluation of the client, the
pl anning and utilization of a program of purposeful activities, the
devel opnment and utilization of a treatnment program and/or consultation
with the client, famly, caregiver or organization in order to restore,
devel op or maintain adaptive skills, and/or performance abilities
designed to achi eve maxi mal physical, cognitive and nental functioning
of the client associated with his or her activities of daily living and
daily life tasks. A treatnent program designed to restore function,
shall be rendered on the prescription or referral of a physician, nurse
practitioner or other health care provider acting within his or her
scope of practice pursuant to this title, except as provided for in
subdi vision two of this section. However, nothing contained in this
article shall be construed to permt any |licensee hereunder to practice
medi ci ne or psychol ogy, including psychotherapy or to ot herw se expand
such licensee's scope of practice beyond what is authorized by this
chapter.

2. Treatnent may be rendered by a |licensed occupational therapist for
ten visits, or thirty days, whichever shall occur first, without a
referral froma physician or nurse practitioner provided that:

(a) the licensed occupational therapist has practiced occupati onal
therapy on a full tinme basis equivalent to not |ess than three years;
and

(b) each occupational therapist |licensed pursuant to this article
shall provide witten notice to each patient receiving treatnent absent
a referral froma physician or nurse practitioner that occupati onal
t herapy nmay not be covered by the patient's health care plan or insurer
wi t hout such a referral and that such treatnment nay be a covered expense
if rendered pursuant to a referral. The occupational therapist shal
keep on file with the patient's records a formattesting to the
patient's notice of such advice. Such formshall be in duplicate, with
one copy to be retained by the patient, signed and dated by both the
occupational therapist and the patient in such formas prescribed
pursuant to regul ati ons pronul gated by the commi ssi oner.



