8§ 679-e. New York state district attorney and indigent |egal services
attorney | oan forgiveness program 1. Purpose. The president shall grant
student | oan forgiveness awards for the purpose of increasing the nunber
of experienced attorneys serving in the position of district attorney or
i ndigent |egal services attorney in the counties of the state.

2. Definitions. a. (i) "Eligible attorney" neans an attorney, who is a
resident of and is admitted to practice law in New York state, who is
enployed full-tinme as either a district attorney, as defined in
subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph, or an indigent |egal services
attorney, as defined in subparagraph (iii) of this paragraph, who is
admtted to practice lawin this state for not nore than el even years or
who was within the eligible period as defined in paragraph b of this
subdi vision during the tine for which such person is seeking a student
| oan expense grant. Notwi thstanding the foregoing, an eligible attorney
shall include those district attorney applicants who were awarded
programeligibility and who provided qualified service between Apri
first, two thousand eight and March thirty-first, two thousand el even;
such an eligible attorney shall renmain eligible to participate in the
program provided they are within an eligible period nmeasured from six
years fromthe date which such attorney was first enployed as a district
attorney.

(ii) "District attorney” neans the district attorney of one of the
counties of the state or an enpl oyee of the office of any such district
attorney.

(iii) "Indigent |egal services attorney" neans an attorney who is an
enpl oyee of (A) any agency desi gnhated by subdivisions one and two of
section seven hundred twenty-two of the county law, who is engaged in
the practice of crimnal |aw on behalf of persons charged with a crine
who are financially unable to obtain counsel; (B) a not-for-profit
corporation that is exenpt fromthe paynent of federal incone taxes
pursuant to section 501(c)(3) of the internal revenue code and
established for the purpose of providing | egal services that include
civil legal services to persons within New York state who are
financially unable to obtain counsel; or (C) an agency specified in
cl ause (A) of this subparagraph and/or a corporation specified in clause
(B) of this subparagraph and who provi des a conbination of the civil and



crimnal services specified therein.

b. "Eligible period" neans the six-year period after conpletion of the
third year and before the conmencenent of the tenth year of enpl oynent
as an eligible attorney. For purposes of this section, all periods of
time during which an adnmtted attorney was enployed as an eligible
attorney and all periods of tine during which a |aw school graduate
awai ting adm ssion to the New York state bar was enpl oyed by a
prosecuting or crimnal defense agency as permitted by section four
hundred ei ghty-four of the judiciary | aw shall be conbi ned.

c. "Student | oan expense" neans the total |oan balance required to be
paid by the eligible attorney on the cumul ative total of the attorney's
out standi ng student | oans covering his or her cost of attendance at an
undergraduate institution and/or |aw school, at the time of the
attorney's first application for reinbursenent. Interest paid or due on
such | oans shall be considered eligible for reinbursenment under this
program For purposes of this cal culation, the anobunt of the student
| oan expenses shall be reduced by any grants, |oan forgiveness, or
simlar reductions to the attorney's indebtedness that the attorney has
received or shall receive, including, but not |limted to, |aw school
| oan forgiveness and public service schol arshi ps.

d. "Year of qualified service" means the twelve nonth period neasured
fromthe anniversary of the attorney's enploynent as an eligible
attorney, or as a |law school graduate awaiting adm ssion to the New York
state bar enployed by a prosecuting or crimnal defense agency as
permtted by section four hundred eighty-four of the judiciary |aw,
adjusted for any interruption in enploynent. Any period of tenporary
| eave from service taken by an eligible attorney shall not be considered
in the calculation of qualified service. However, the period of
tenporary | eave shall be considered an interruption in enploynent and
the calculation of the time period of qualified service shall recomrence
when the eligible attorney returns to full tinme service.

3. Anards. a. An eligible attorney may apply for reinbursenent after
the conpletion of each year of qualified service provided however that



rei mbursenent to each eligible attorney shall not exceed three thousand
four hundred dollars, per qualifying year, subject to appropriations
avail abl e therefor. The president nay establish: (i) an application
deadline and (ii) a method of selecting recipients if in any given year
there are insufficient funds to cover the needs of all the applicants.
Awar ds shall be within the anobunts appropriated for such purpose and
based on availability of funds.

b. An eligible attorney nmay apply after the conpletion of the fourth
year of qualified service, and annually thereafter after the conpletion
of the fifth through ninth year of qualified service, and nay seek a
student | oan expense grant for only the previous year of qualified
service within the tine periods prescribed by the president. An eligible
attorney may receive student | oan expense grants for no nore than six
years of qualified service within an eligible period.

4. Rules and regul ations. The president shall promul gate rul es and
regul ations for the adm nistration of this program The president nay
promul gate rules and regulations to delegate to the entities enploying
the eligible attorneys the responsibility to certify the enpl oynent
status and the student | oan bal ance of the applicants.



