8§ 679-a. New York state |licensed social worker |oan forgiveness
program 1. Purpose. The president shall grant student |oan forgiveness
awards for the purpose of increasing the nunber of social workers
serving in critical human service areas. For the purposes of this
section, the term"critical human service area" shall mean an area in
New York state designated by the corporation, in consultation with a
commttee conprised of one representative each fromthe corporation, the
departnment, the departnment of health, the departnment of nental hygiene,
and the office of children and famly services, provided that such areas

shall include, but not be limted to, areas with a shortage of soci al
wor kers in hone care, health, nental health, substance abuse, aging,
H V/ AIDS and child wel fare concerns, or conmunities with nmulti-Iingual
needs.

2. Eligibility. To be eligible for an award pursuant to this
subdi vi si on, applicants shall (a) be licensed as a social worker
pursuant to article one hundred fifty-four of this chapter; (b) conply
wi t h subdivisions three and five of section six hundred sixty-one of
this part; and (c) have an outstandi ng student | oan debt.

3. Priority. Such awards shall be nade annually to applicants in the
followi ng priority:

(a) First priority shall be given to applicants who have received
paynment of an award pursuant to this section in a prior year and who, in
the year prior to application, have provided social work services in (i)
a critical human service area, or (ii) a previously designated critical
human servi ce area;

(b) Second priority shall be given to applicants who have not received
paynment of an award pursuant to this section in a prior year and who
have provi ded social work services in a critical human service area in
the year prior to such application; and

(c) Third priority shall be given to applicants who are econom cally
di sadvant aged as defined by the corporation.

4. Awards. The corporation shall grant awards in the value of six
t housand five hundred dollars to individuals who have provided full-tine
social work services in a critical human service area in the year prior



to such application, provided that no recipient shall receive an award
t hat exceeds the total remmining balance of the student | oan debt and
that no recipient shall receive cunul ati ve awards, pursuant to this
section, in excess of twenty-six thousand dollars. Awards shall be

Wi thin the anmounts appropriated for such purpose and based on
availability of funds.

5. Rules and regul ations. The corporation is authorized to pronul gate
rul es and regul ati ons necessary for the inplenentation of the provisions
of this section. In the event that there are nore applicants who have
the sane priority, as provided in subdivision three of this section,
than there are renmining awards, the corporation shall provide in
regul ati on the nethod of distributing the renmaining nunber of such
awar ds, which nmay include a lottery or other form of random sel ecti on.



