8§ 6731. Definition of physical therapy. Physical therapy is defined
as:

a. The evaluation, treatnment or prevention of disability, injury,
di sease, or other condition of health using physical, chem cal, and
mechani cal neans including, but not limted to heat, cold, light, air,
wat er, sound, electricity, massage, nobilization, and therapeutic
exercise with or without assistive devices, and the perfornance and
interpretation of tests and neasurenents to assess pat hophysi ol ogi cal,
pat homechani cal , and devel opnental deficits of human systens to
determ ne treatnent, and assist in diagnosis and prognosis.

b. The use of roentgen rays or radium or the use of electricity for
surgi cal purposes such as cauterization shall not be included in the
practice of physical therapy.

c. Such treatnent shall be rendered pursuant to a referral which nmay
be directive as to treatnent by a |licensed physician, dentist,
podi atrist, nurse practitioner or licensed mdw fe, each acting within
his or her |awful scope of practice, and in accordance with their
di agnosi s, except as provided in subdivision d of this section.

d. Such treatnent nmay be rendered by a |icensed physical therapist for
ten visits or thirty days, whichever shall occur first, wthout a
referral froma physician, dentist, podiatrist, nurse practitioner or
licensed m dwi fe provided that:

(1) The licensed physical therapist has practiced physical therapy on
a full time basis equivalent to not |ess than three years.

(2) Each physical therapist licensed pursuant to this article shal
provide witten notice to each patient receiving treatnent absent a
referral froma physician, dentist, podiatrist, nurse practitioner or
licensed m dwi fe that physical therapy may not be covered by the
patient's health care plan or insurer without such a referral and that
such treatnent may be a covered expense if rendered pursuant to a
referral. The physical therapist shall keep on file with the patient's
records a formattesting to the patient's notice of such advice. Such
formshall be in duplicate, with one copy to be retained by the patient,



signed and dated by both the physical therapist and the patient in such
formas prescribed pursuant to regul ati ons pronul gated by the
commi ssi oner.



