8§ 6714. Treatnent records. 1. Upon witten request fromthe owner of
an ani mal which has received treatnent fromor under the supervision of
a veterinarian, such veterinarian shall provide to such owner within a
reasonabl e tine period a copy of all records relating to the treatnent
of such animal. For the purposes of this section, the term"records”
shall nmean all information concerning or related to the exam nation or
treatment of the animal kept by the veterinarian in the course of his or
her practice. A veterinarian nay inpose a reasonabl e charge for
provi di ng copi es of such records. A veterinarian may nake available to
the owner either the original or a copy of such record or docunent
i ncludi ng x-rays, electrocardiogranms and ot her diagnhostic tests and may
i npose a reasonable fee for the reproducti on of such copies.

2. Aveterinarian |icensed pursuant to this article, nay disclose
records, as defined in this section, concerning a conpani on ani mal as
defined in section three hundred fifty of the agriculture and markets
| aw whi ch has received treatnment by such veterinarian w thout the
consent of the conpanion animl's owner under the follow ng
ci rcunst ances:

(a) Wien a veterinarian reasonably and in good faith suspects that a
conpanion animal's injury, illness or condition is the result of animal
cruelty in violation of section three hundred fifty-one, three hundred
fifty-three or three hundred fifty-three-a of the agriculture and
markets |l aw, the veterinarian shall report the incident and discl ose
records concerning the conpanion animal's condition and treatnent to any
of ficer or agent authorized pursuant to sections three hundred
seventy-one and three hundred seventy-three of the agriculture and
markets |law to respond to and investigate conplaints of animal cruelty.
The identity of such veterinarian nmaking a report pursuant to this
par agraph shall only be nade available to an officer or agent authorized
pursuant to section three hundred seventy-one or three hundred
seventy-three of the agriculture and markets | aw.

(b) When a veterinarian reasonably believes that disclosure of records
as defined in this section, is necessary to protect the health or
wel fare of a conpanion aninal, a person or the public, the veterinarian
may di scl ose such records to any officer or agent authorized pursuant to
sections three hundred seventy-one and three hundred seventy-three of



the agriculture and markets law to respond to and investigate conplaints
of animal cruelty. The identity of such veterinarian making a disclosure
of records pursuant to this paragraph shall only be made available to an
of ficer or agent authorized pursuant to section three hundred
seventy-one or three hundred seventy-three of the agriculture and

mar ket s | aw.

(c) Any such veterinarian who reports an incident or discloses records
concerning a conpanion animal's condition and treatnment pursuant to
paragraph (a) or (b) of this subdivision shall be entitled to receive
and be provided with, at no cost to such veterinarian, witten or
el ectroni c docunentation of such report by the agent or officer to whom
such report was nade. Such report shall include but not be limted to
the date such report was nmade, the identity of the individual against
whom such report was made, the species and description of the ani nal
about which such report was made, the nature of the injuries to the
ani mal and the nanme and |icense nunber of the veterinarian who made such
report.

3. A veterinarian acts in good faith within the nmeaning of this
section when he or she reasonably believes that his or her actions are
necessary to protect the health and wel fare of the conpanion ani nal or
t he public.

4. A veterinarian who reasonably and in good faith reports or
di scl oses records in accordance with this section shall be inmune from
liability in the formof damages in any civil or crimnal proceeding on
account of such reporting or disclosure.



