8§ 665-a. Institutional participation in award programs. 1.
Participation agreenment. No institution nay participate in the general,
acadenmi c or other award prograns described in this article unless it
shall have entered into a witten agreenent with the corporation under
which it shall be bound to conply with all laws and rules applicable to
such progranms. The participation agreenent may contain such other terns
and conditions, consistent with such applicable |aws, rules and
procedures, as the president may require in accordance with rul es
adopted for this purpose by the board and shall be devel oped in
consultation with the comm ssioner of educati on.

In accordance with rul es adopted by the board for this purpose, the
president, nmay suspend, |imt or termnate an institution's
participation in these prograns in the event it shall be determ ned
after a hearing conducted in accordance with the state adm nistrative
procedure act that the institution has violated any applicable |aws,
rul es or procedures provided for under the agreenment in accordance with
| aw and the rules of the board.

2. Reports. In accordance with rul es adopted by the board for this
pur pose, the president may require an institution participating in the
general , academ c and other award progranms to certify on such forns as
the president may prescribe at the comencenent of its senester, termor
ot her period of attendance, or at such other tines as the president my
direct, the manner in which the records are being maintained to
denonstrate the eligibility of the students the institution certifies as
eligible for the recei pt of awards under the provisions of subdivision
three of section six hundred sixty-five of this article during such
senester, termor period of attendance. The president may suspend, limt
or termnate an institution's participation in the general, academ c and
ot her award prograns adnm ni stered by the corporation in the event it
shall be determ ned after a hearing conducted in accordance with the
state adm ni strative procedure act that the institution has failed or
refused to submit such certified report after witten demand therefor
or shall have willfully submtted a naterially fal se report.

3. Contingencies on the receipt of state funding. (a) An institution



shall not, as a condition of any award or | oan pursuant to this article,
require any student to:

(i) submt to nandatory arbitration to resolve any natter relating to
such award or loan prior to the conmencenent of any |legal action to
enforce an entitlenent thereto;

(ii) resolve a conplaint relating to any award or | oan through an
i nternal dispute process;

(iii) waive any right, forum or procedure for a violation of any
provision of this chapter, including the right to file and pursue a
civil action, class action or a conplaint with, or otherw se notify, any
state agency, other public prosecutor, |aw enforcenent agency, or any
court or other governnental entity of any alleged violation; or

(iv) be prohibited fromdisclosing, discussing, describing or
comenti ng upon the terns of the agreenent or any violation thereof.

(b) An institution shall not threaten, retaliate or discrimnate
agai nst any student eligible for such award or | oan because of the
refusal by such student to consent to mandatory arbitration, to resolve
a conplaint through an internal dispute process, to waive any right,
forum or procedure for a violation of this chapter, including the right
to file and pursue a civil action, class action or a conplaint with, or
ot herwi se notify, any state agency, other public prosecutor, |aw
enf orcenment agency, or any court or other governnmental entity of any
al l eged violation, or not to disclose, discuss, describe or conment upon
the terns of the agreenent or any violation thereof.

(c) For purposes of this subdivision, an agreenment that requires a
student to opt out of a waiver or take any affirmative action in order
to preserve their rights is deenmed a condition that violates paragraph
(a) of this subdivision.

(d) I'n addition to injunctive relief and any other renedi es avail abl e,
a court may award a prevailing plaintiff enforcing their rights under
t hi s subdi vi sion reasonabl e attorneys' fees.

(e) Nothing in this subdivision is intended to invalidate a witten
arbitration agreenent that is otherw se enforceabl e under the Federal
Arbitration Act.



