* § 6606. Definition of practice of dental hygiene. 1. The practice
of the profession of dental hygiene is defined as the perfornmance of
dental services which shall include renoving cal careous deposits,
accretions and stains fromthe exposed surfaces of the teeth which begin
at the epithelial attachnment and applying topical agents indicated for a
conpl ete dental prophylaxis, renoving cement, placing or renoving rubber
dam renoving sutures, placing matrix band, providing patient education,
appl yi ng topical nedication, placing and exposi ng di agnosti c dent al
X-ray films, performng topical fluoride applications and topical
anest hetic applications, polishing teeth, taking nedical history,
charting caries, taking inpressions for study casts, placing and
renovi ng tenporary restorations, admnistering and nonitoring nitrous
oxi de anal gesia and adm nistering and nonitoring local infiltration
anest hesia, subject to certification in accordance with section
si xty-six hundred five-b of this article, and any other function in the
definition of the practice of dentistry as may be del egated by a
| i censed dentist in accordance with regul ati ons pronul gated by the
commi ssioner. The practice of dental hygi ene nay be conducted in the
office of any licensed dentist or in any appropriately equi pped school
or public institution but nust be done either under the supervision of a
| i censed dentist or, in the case of a registered dental hygi eni st
wor king for a hospital as defined in article twenty-eight of the public
health | aw, pursuant to a coll aborative arrangenent with a |icensed and
regi stered dentist who has a formal relationship with the sanme hospital
i n accordance with regul ati ons promnul gated by the departnment in
consultation with the departnent of health. Such coll aborative
arrangenent shall not obviate or supersede any |aw or regul ati on which
requires identified services to be performed under the personal
supervi sion of a dentist. When dental hygi ene services are provided
pursuant to a coll aborative agreenent, such dental hygienist shal
instruct individuals to visit a licensed dentist for conprehensive
exam nation or treatnent.

2. The conm ssioner shall pronul gate regul ati ons defining the
functions a dental hygienist may performthat are consistent with the
training and qualifications for a license as a dental hygienist.
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the profession of dental hygiene is defined as the performnce of dental
services which shall include renoving cal careous deposits, accretions
and stains fromthe exposed surfaces of the teeth which begin at the
epithelial attachnment and applying topical agents indicated for a
conpl ete dental prophylaxis, renoving cement, placing or renoving rubber
dam renoving sutures, placing matrix band, providing patient education,
appl yi ng topical nedication, placing and exposi ng di agnosti c dent al
X-ray films, performng topical fluoride applications and topical
anest hetic applications, polishing teeth, taking nedical history,
charting caries, taking inpressions for study casts, placing and
renovi ng tenporary restorations, admnistering and nonitoring nitrous
oxi de anal gesia and adm nistering and nonitoring local infiltration
anest hesia, subject to certification in accordance with section
si xty-six hundred five-b of this article, and any other function in the
definition of the practice of dentistry as may be del egated by a
| i censed dentist in accordance with regul ati ons pronul gated by the
commi ssioner. The practice of dental hygi ene nay be conducted in the
office of any licensed dentist or in any appropriately equi pped school
or public institution but shall be done either under the supervision of
a licensed dentist or may be performed by a registered dental hygieni st
designated as a regi stered dental hygienist, collaborative practice in
col l aboration with a |icensed dentist provided such services are
performed in accordance with a witten practice agreenent and witten
practice protocols to be known as a coll aborative practice agreenent.
Under a col |l aborative practice agreenent, dental hygienists may perform
all services which are designated in regul ati on under general
supervi sion without prior evaluation of a dentist or nedical
prof essi onal and may be performed w thout supervision in an authorized
setting as defined in subdivision four of this section. Such
col | aborative agreenents shall not obviate or supersede any |aw or
regul ati on which requires identified services to be perfornmed under the
per sonal supervision of a dentist.

2. The col |l aborative practice agreenent shall:
(a) be signed and nmintai ned by the dentist, the dental hygienist and
aut hori zed setting;



(b) be reviewed annually by the dentist and dental hygienist;

(c) include consideration for nmedically conprom sed patients, specific
medi cal conditions, and age- and procedure-specific practice protocols,
including, but not limted to recormmended intervals for the perfornmance
of dental hygiene services and a periodicity in which an exam nation by
a dentist should occur; and

(d) be namde available to the departnment and other interested parties
upon request.

3. Before perform ng services pursuant to a coll aborative practice
agreenent, a dental hygienist, collaborative practice shall provide the
patient with a witten statenment advising the patient that the dental
hygi ene services provided are not a substitute for a dental exam nation
by a licensed dentist. |If the dental hygi enist makes any referrals to
the patient for further procedures, the dental hygienist shall fill out
a referral formand provide a copy of the formto the collaborating
denti st.

4. The performance of services pursuant to a coll aborative agreenent
is authorized in the followng settings: a hospital as defined in
article twenty-eight of the public health law, a voluntary foster care
agency health facility |icensed pursuant to article twenty-nine-1 of the
public health law, an appropriately equi pped school, a federally
qualified health center, a long-termcare facility, a group hone
servicing people with intellectual and devel opnental disabilities, a
facility serving veterans, a tenporary housing facility, a prison, a
drug treatnent facility, a donmestic violence shelter, and appropriate
settings in which homebound residents are unable to be relocated for
necessary treatnment.

5. A registered dental hygienist, collaborative practice shall have no
nore than one coll aborative agreenent with a dentist at one tine.

6. A dentist shall not have a coll aborative agreenent with nore than
si X registered dental hygienists, collaborative practice at one tine.
The departnent may grant an exception to such limtation for public
health settings on a case-by-case basis.



7. A dental hygienist shall file an application with the departnent to
practice as a registered dental hygienist, collaborative practice and
pay a fee determ ned by the departnent. As a condition of collaborative
practice, the dental hygienist shall have been engaged in practice for
three years with a m nimum of four thousand five hundred practice hours
and shall conplete an ei ght-hour continuing education programthat
i ncludes instruction in nedical energency procedures, risk nmanagenent,
dental hygi ene jurisprudence and professional ethics.

8. The comm ssioner shall promul gate regul ati ons defining the
functions a dental hygienist may performthat are consistent with the
training and qualifications for a license as a dental hygienist.
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