8§ 6527. Special provisions. 1. Anot-for-profit nedical or dental
expense indemmity corporation or a hospital service corporation
organi zed under the insurance |aw nay enploy |icensed physicians and
enter into contracts with partnershi ps or nmedi cal corporations organized
under article forty-four of the public health | aw, health maintenance
organi zati ons possessing a certificate of authority pursuant to article
forty-four of the public health | aw, professional corporations organi zed
under article fifteen of the business corporation | aw or other groups of
physicians to practice nedicine on its behalf for persons insured under
its contracts or policies.

2. Notwi thstandi ng any inconsistent provision of any general, speci al
or local law, any licensed physician who voluntarily and wi thout the
expectati on of nonetary conpensation renders first aid or energency
treatment at the scene of an accident or other energency, outside a
hospital, doctor's office or any other place having proper and necessary
medi cal equi pnent, to a person who is unconscious, ill or injured, shal
not be liable for danages for injuries alleged to have been sustai ned by
such person or for danmages for the death of such person alleged to have
occurred by reason of an act or omission in the rendering of such first
aid or energency treatnment unless it is established that such injuries
were or such death was caused by gross negligence on the part of such
physi cian. Nothing in this subdivision shall be deened or construed to
relieve a licensed physician fromliability for damages for injuries or
deat h caused by an act or omi ssion on the part of a physician while
renderi ng professional services in the nornmal and ordinary course of his
practice.

3. No individual who serves as a nmenber of (a) a commttee established
to admnister a utilization review plan of a hospital, including a
hospital as defined in article twenty-eight of the public health |aw or
a hospital as defined in subdivision ten of section 1.03 of the nental
hygi ene law, or (b) a conmttee having the responsibility of the
i nvestigation of an incident reported pursuant to section 29.29 of the
mental hygi ene | aw or the evaluation and i nprovenent of the quality of
care rendered in a hospital as defined in article twenty-eight of the
public health law or a hospital as defined in subdivision ten of section



1.03 of the nmental hygiene law, or (c) any nedical review comrittee or
subconm ttee thereof of a local, county or state nedical, dental

podi atry or optonetrical society, any such society itself, a

prof essi onal standards review organi zati on or an individual when such
commttee, subconmttee, society, organization or individual is
perform ng any nedical or quality assurance review function including
the investigation of an incident reported pursuant to section 29.29 of
the nental hygiene |aw, either described in clauses (a) and (b) of this
subdi vision, required by law, or involving any controversy or dispute
between (i) a physician, dentist, podiatrist or optonmetrist or hospital
adm ni strator and a patient concerning the diagnosis, treatnent or care
of such patient or the fees or charges therefor or (ii) a physician,
dentist, podiatrist or optonetrist or hospital adm nistrator and a

provi der of nedical, dental, podiatric or optonetrical services
concerning any nedical or health charges or fees of such physician,
dentist, podiatrist or optonetrist, or (d) a conmittee appointed
pursuant to section twenty-eight hundred five-j of the public health |aw
to participate in the nmedical and dental nual practice prevention program
or (e) any individual who participated in the preparation of incident
reports required by the departnment of health pursuant to section
twenty-ei ght hundred five-I of the public health law, or (f) a commttee
established to adm nister a utilization review plan, or a conmttee
having the responsibility of evaluation and inprovenent of the quality
of care rendered, in a health maintenance organi zati on organi zed under
article forty-four of the public health aw or article forty-three of
the insurance law, including a comrttee of an individual practice
associ ation or nedical group acting pursuant to a contract with such a
heal t h mai nt enance organi zation, shall be liable in damages to any
person for any action taken or recommendati ons made, by himw thin the
scope of his function in such capacity provided that (a) such individual
has taken action or nade recomrendations within the scope of his
function and without nalice, and (b) in the reasonable belief after
reasonabl e i nvestigation that the act or recomendati on was warrant ed,
based upon the facts disclosed.

Nei t her the proceedings nor the records relating to performnce of a
medi cal or a quality assurance review function or participation in a



nmedi cal and dental mal practice prevention program nor any report
required by the departnent of health pursuant to section twenty-eight
hundred five-I of the public health | aw descri bed herein, including the
i nvestigation of an incident reported pursuant to section 29.29 of the
mental hygi ene | aw, shall be subject to disclosure under article
thirty-one of the civil practice |law and rul es except as hereinafter
provi ded or as provided by any other provision of law. No person in
attendance at a neeting when a nmedical or a quality assurance review or
a nedi cal and dental mal practice prevention program or an incident
reporting function described herein was perforned, including the

i nvestigation of an incident reported pursuant to section 29.29 of the
mental hygiene law, shall be required to testify as to what transpired
thereat. The prohibition relating to discovery of testinony shall not
apply to the statenments made by any person in attendance at such a
nmeeting who is a party to an action or proceeding the subject matter of
whi ch was revi ewed at such neeting.

4. This article shall not be construed to affect or prevent the
fol | ow ng:

a. The furnishing of nedical assistance in an energency;

b. The practice of the religious tenets of any church;

c. A physician fromrefusing to performan act constituting the
practice of medicine to which he is conscientiously opposed by reason of
religious training and belief.

d. The organi zation of a nedical corporation under article forty-four
of the public health |aw, the organization of a university faculty
practice corporation under section fourteen hundred twelve of the
not-for-profit corporation |aw or the organi zati on of a professional
service corporation under article fifteen of the business corporation
| aw.

e. The physician's use of whatever nedical care, conventional or
non- conventional, which effectively treats human di sease, pain, injury,



deformty or physical condition.

5. There shall be no nonetary liability on the part of, and no cause
of action for danages shall arise against, any person, partnershinp,
corporation, firm society, or other entity on account of the
comuni cation of information in the possession of such person or entity,
or on account of any reconmendati on or eval uation, regarding the
qualifications, fitness, or professional conduct or practices of a
physi ci an, to any governnental agency, nedical or specialists society, a
hospital as defined in article twenty-eight of the public health law, a
hospital as defined in subdivision ten of section 1.03 of the nental
hygi ene | aw, or a health mai ntenance organi zati on organi zed under
article forty-four of the public health aw or article forty-three of
the insurance law, including a commttee of an individual practice
associ ation or nedical group acting pursuant to a contract with a health
mai nt enance organi zati on. The foregoing shall not apply to infornmation
which is untrue and communi cated with malicious intent.

6. A licensed physician nmay prescribe and order a non-patient specific
reginmen to a regi stered professional nurse, pursuant to regul ations
promul gated by the commi ssioner, and consistent with the public health
| aw, for:

(a) adm nistering immunizations.

(b) the energency treatnent of anaphyl axis.

(c) admnistering purified protein derivative (PPD) tests or other
tests to detect or screen for tubercul osis infections.

(d) adm nistering tests to determ ne the presence of the human
i mmunodefi ci ency virus.

(e) admnistering tests to determ ne the presence of the hepatitis C
Vi rus.

(f) the urgent or energency treatnment of opioid related overdose or
suspected opioid rel ated overdose.

(g) screening of persons at increased risk of syphilis, gonorrhea and
chl anydi a.

* (h) administering tests to determ ne the presence of COVID- 19 or its
anti bodi es or influenza virus.

* NB Repealed July 1, 2030



(i) adm nistering electrocardiogramtests to detect signs and synptons
of acute coronary syndrone.

(j) adm nistering point-of-care blood glucose tests to eval uate acute
mental status changes in persons with suspected hypogl ycem a.

(k) adm nistering tests and intravenous lines to persons that neet
severe sepsis and septic shock criteria.

(1) adm nistering tests to determ ne pregnancy.

7. A licensed physician may prescribe and order a patient specific
order or non-patient specific reginen to a |icensed pharnaci st, pursuant
to regul ati ons promrul gated by the comm ssioner, and consistent with the
public health law, for: (a) adm nistering i muni zations to prevent
i nfluenza and COVID- 19 to patients two years of age or older; and (b)
adm ni stering i mmuni zati ons to prevent pneunococcal, acute herpes
zoster, hepatitis A hepatitis B, hunman papill omavirus, neasles, nunps,
rubella, varicella, neningococcal, tetanus, diphtheria or pertussis
di sease and nedi cations required for energency treatnent of anaphyl axis
to patients eighteen years of age or older; and (c) adm nistering other
i mruni zations for patients eighteen years of age or older if the
commi ssioner of health in consultation with the comm ssioner determ nes
that an i mmuni zation: (i) (A) nay be safely adm nistered by a |icensed
pharmaci st within their awful scope of practice; and (B) is needed to
prevent the transm ssion of a reportable comunicabl e disease that is
preval ent in New York state; or (ii) is a reconmended i nmuni zation for
such patients who: (A) neet age requirenents, (B) |ack docunentation of
such i mmuni zation, (C) |ack evidence of past infection, or (D) have an
additional risk factor or another indication. Nothing in this
subdi vi si on shall authorize unlicensed persons to adm ni ster
I mruni zati ons, vacci nes or other drugs.

7-a. A licensed physician may prescribe and order a patient specific
order or non-patient specific order to a |licensed pharnaci st, pursuant
to regul ations promnul gated by the comm ssioner in consultation with the
comm ssi oner of health, and consistent with the public health [aw, for
di spensing up to a seven day starter pack of H V post-exposure
prophyl axi s for the purpose of preventing human i mmunodefi ci ency virus
infection following a potential human i mmunodeficiency virus exposure.



8. Nothing in this article shall prohibit the provision of
psychot herapy as defined in subdivision two of section eighty-four
hundred one of this title to the extent perm ssible within the scope of
practice of medicine, by any not-for-profit corporation or education
corporation providing services within the state of New York and
operating under a waiver pursuant to section sixty-five hundred three-a
of this title, provided that such entities offering such psychot herapy
services shall only provide such services through an i ndividua
appropriately licensed or otherw se authorized to provide such services
or a professional entity authorized by |law to provide such services.

9. (a) Nothing in this article shall be construed to affect or prevent
a person in training or trained and deened qualified by a supervising
| i censed physician, to assist the licensed physician in the care of a
patient for the purpose of instilling nydriatic or cycloplegic eye drops
and anesthetic eye drops in conjunction with such dilating drops to the
surface of the eye of a patient, provided that the person instilling
such eye drops is:

(i) under the on-site supervision of a supervising |icensed physician;

(ii) at least eighteen years of age; and

(iii) conplies with standards issued by the departnent.

(b) The supervising |icensed physician shall submt a form prescribed
by the departnent detailing the identity of each person instilling
nydriatic or cyclopl egic eye drops and anesthetic eye drops in
conjunction with such dilating drops to the surface of the eye of a
patient, under his or her supervision, attesting to conpliance with the
above requirenents.

(c) The supervising |icensed physician's use of any such person
pursuant to the ternms of this subdivision shall be undertaken with
prof essi onal judgnment in order to ensure the safety and wel |l -bei ng of
the patient. Such use shall subject the |icensed physician to the ful
disciplinary and regul atory authority of the office of professional
medi cal conduct and the board of regents. The |icensed physician mnust
notify the patient or the patient's designated health care surrogate
that the licensed physician nay utilize the services of an individual to
adm ni ster certain eye drops and nust provide the patient or the



patient's designated health care surrogate the opportunity to refuse the
| i censed physician's plan to utilize such person.

10. A licensed physician may prescribe and order a
non- pati ent-specific reginmen to a licensed pharmacist, for insulin and
rel ated supplies pursuant to section sixty-eight hundred one of this
title.

11. A licensed physician may prescribe and order a non-patient
specific order to a pharmacist |icensed and | ocated in the state,
pursuant to regul ations pronul gated by the commi ssioner, and consi stent
Wi th section sixty-eight hundred one of this title, for dispensing
sel f-adm ni stered hornonal contraceptives as defined in section
si xty-eight hundred two of this title.



