8 6510-c. Nurse peer assistance progranms. 1. As used in this section:

a. "Drug-related problent nmeans a problemor problens that are rel ated
to the use, msuse or addiction to drugs or al cohol.

b. "Participant” means an individual |icensed pursuant to article one
hundred thirty-nine of this title who has or may have a drug-rel ated
probl em

c. "Approved nurse peer assistance prograni means a program operated
by the New York State Nurses Association or a statew de professiona
associ ati on of nurses which has experience in providing peer assistance
services to nurses who have drug-rel ated problens which are designed to
hel p a participant or a |icensee's enployer and has been approved by the
departnment in accordance with criteria established in regulations of the
commi ssi oner.

d. "Peer assistance services" includes assessing the needs of a
participant, including early identification of drug-related problens,
and providing informati on, support, and advice as requested by a
parti ci pant.

2. a. The departnent shall provide funds, including but not limted to
a portion of the funds nade avail able pursuant to the provisions of this
section, for services provided by an approved nurse peer assistance
program Funds used to provide services shall not be used for the

treatment of participants. Funded services shall include, but not be
limted to:

(1) providing peer assistance services for nurses with drug-rel ated
probl ens;

(2) maintaining a toll-free tel ephone information |ine for anonynous
nurses, their enployers, and others to provide assistance in the
identification of services and information for nurses dealing with
drug-rel ated probl ens;

3. training nonitors for the professional assistance program



4. arranging for nental health consultants to assess nurses for the
prof essi onal assi stance program as needed; and

5. preparing witten assessnents of nurses who have been referred from
t he professional assistance program

b. An additional fee of fifteen dollars shall be paid at the tinme of
application for licensure and first registration and every registration
by those |icensed pursuant to article one hundred thirty-nine of this
title for the purpose of inplenenting this program The funds nade
avai |l abl e under this provision shall be deposited in the office of
prof essi ons speci al revenue account for its purposes in inplenmenting
this section. The departnent may use a portion of this amount for its
adm ni strative expenses incurred in inplenenting this program i ncl uding,
but not limted to, enploynent of personnel, the costs of approving and
contracting with a peer assistance programas required by this section
and outreach activities to pronote this program

3. No approved nurse peer assistance program or individual who serves
i n an approved nurse peer assistance programshall be liable in danages
to any person for any action taken or not taken or recomendati ons nade
unl ess, based on the facts disclosed by a participant, the conduct of
the program or person with respect to the person asserting liability
constituted negligence, gross negligence, or intentional m sconduct.

4. Al information concerning a participant gathered by the approved
nurse peer assistance program shall be strictly confidential and may not
be rel eased to any person or body w thout the consent of the
partici pant, except upon the order of a court in a pending action or
proceedi ng. Aggregate data may be released to the cormittee on drug and
al cohol abuse.



