8§ 6456. Foster youth college success initiative. 1. Subject to an
appropriation, the conm ssioner shall allocate the funds avail able for
the foster youth college success initiative for the purpose of providing
support services to assist youth in foster care to apply for, enroll in,
and succeed in college. Such grants shall be awarded to institutions of
the state university of New York and institutions of the city university
of New York, and the comm ssioner shall enter into contracts with
degree-granting institutions in New York that are currently funded by
the Arthur O Eve higher education opportunity program pursuant to
section sixty-four hundred fifty-one of this article for the purpose of
provi di ng additional services and expenses to expand opportunities for
foster youth.

2. For the purposes of this section, "foster youth" shall nean
students who (i) are an orphan or (ii) are, or have been, either a child
or youth in foster care as such termis defined in section thirty-two
hundred forty-four of this chapter or ward of the court at any tine
after their thirteenth birthday.

3. a. Funds appropriated in the two thousand fifteen--two thousand
si xteen academ c year for the purposes of this initiative shall be
al l ocated by sector as follows: fifty-two percent for institutions in
the state university of New York; thirty percent for institutions in the
city university of New York; and ei ghteen percent for other
degree-granting institutions in New York with current Arthur O Eve
hi gher educati on opportunity prograns.

b. Funds appropriated in the two thousand si xteen--two thousand
sevent een academ c year and thereafter for the purposes of this
initiative shall be allocated by sector based on the percentage of
foster youth identified by each institution that will be served by this
initiative in the followi ng acadenm c year, in applications received by
t he conm ssioner pursuant to subdivision six of this section, provided
however that the award per student for foster youth first served in the
two thousand fifteen--two thousand si xteen academ ¢ year shall be no
| ess than the anmount per student awarded for those students in the two
t housand fifteen--two thousand sixteen academ c year.



4. Funds for all prograns under this section shall be awarded in equal
anounts per foster youth to each institution that applies for funding
allocated to its sector distribution as provided in subdivision three of
this section and has an application that is approved by the
commi ssi oner; provided, however, funds shall be awarded to a foster
yout h based on his or her need as determ ned by the institution of
hi gher educati on where such foster youth is in attendance.

5. Moneys nade available to institutions under this section shall be
spent for the follow ng purposes:

a. to provide additional services and expenses to expand opportunities
t hrough exi sting postsecondary opportunity prograns at the state
uni versity of New York, the city university of New York, and other
degree-granting higher education institutions for foster youth,;

b. to provide any necessary supplenental financial aid for foster
yout h, which may include the cost of tuition and fees, books,
transportation, housing and other expenses as determ ned by the
commi ssi oner to be necessary for such foster youth to attend coll ege;

c. sunmmer college preparation prograns to help foster youth transition
to college, prepare themto navigate on-canpus systens, and provide
preparation in reading, witing, and nmathematics for foster youth who
need it;

d. advisenment, tutoring, and acadeni c assi stance for foster youth;

e. to provide suppl enmental housing and neal s, including but not
limted to during intersession and sunmer breaks, for foster youth; or

f. medi cal expenses including, but not limted to, prinmary care,
behavi oral health, vision and dental care which is not otherw se covered

by an eligible student's health pl an.

6. Eligible institutions shall file an application for approval by the



commi ssi oner each year denonstrating a need for such funding, including
how t he fundi ng woul d be used and how many foster youth would be
assisted with such fundi ng. Successful applicants will be funded as
provi ded in subdivision four of this section.

7. No funds pursuant to this section shall be made available to
support the regul ar acadenic prograns of any institution participating
in this program nor shall funds be provided for prograns which are
i nconpatible with the regents plan for the expansion and devel opnent of
hi gher education in this state.



