8§ 610. Liberty scholarships. 1. Establishnment of |iberty schol arships.
The president of the higher education services corporation shall award
| i berty schol arshi ps for paynment annually beginning with the nineteen
hundr ed ni nety-one--ni neteen hundred ninety-two academ c year, and in
each academ c year thereafter, to students eligible pursuant to
subdi vision two of this section. In admnistering this program the
president is hereby authorized to exercise all powers and duties
aut hori zed under article fourteen of this chapter.

2. Eligibility for scholarship. Liberty schol arships shall be awarded
to persons:

a. who have applied for such schol arship

b. who have graduated from a secondary school |ocated wi thin New York
state or have received a high school equival ency di ploma from New York
state;

c. who have not attained the age of twenty-two as of June thirtieth
prior to the academ c year for which the initial award is received and
who are undergraduate students receiving aid under this chapter for the
first tinme during acadenm c year nineteen hundred ninety-one--nineteen
hundred ni nety-two or thereafter;

d. who have enrolled in an approved programin a degree-granting
institution located in New York state within twenty-four nonths of the
date that the recipient graduated from secondary school or received a
hi gh school equival ency di pl oma, provided that those students who are
tenporarily unable to avail thenselves of the award due to ill ness,
mlitary service or other causes in accordance with rules of the board
of regents prior to receipt of the first paynent of an award may be
granted a | eave of absence pursuant to regul ati ons of the trustees of
t he hi gher education services corporation;

e. who satisfy the requirenents of section six hundred sixty-one of
this chapter



f. who retain good academ ¢ standing as defined by the conmm ssioner;
and

g. who qualify for a scholarship pursuant to subdivision six of this
secti on.

3. Application. Application for paynent of a |iberty schol arship shal
be made in conjunction with an application for tuition assistance in
accordance with rules of the board.

4. Application for other student financial assistance. a. A student
enrolled in a programof full-tinme study shall not be entitled to
receive a scholarship unless the recipient (1) receives a tuition
assi stance award or supplenental tuition assistance award pursuant to
section six hundred sixty-seven or six hundred sixty-seven-a of this
chapter and (2) receives a Pell grant award pursuant to section one
t housand seventy-a of title twenty of the United States code.

b. Arecipient enrolled in a programof part-tinme study shall not be
entitled to receive a scholarship unless the recipient receives a Pel
grant award pursuant to section one thousand seventy-a of title twenty
of the United States code.

5. Duration. a. Subject to the requirenments of subdivision two of this
section, a recipient shall be entitled to an annual schol arship for not
nore than (1) four academi c years of full-tinme undergraduate study or
t he equi val ent thereof of part-tinme study, or (2) five academ c years,
or the equivalent thereof of part-tine study, if the program of study
normal ly requires five years, as defined by the comm ssioner pursuant to
article thirteen of this chapter.

b. For purposes of this subdivision and subdivision fourteen of
section six hundred five of this chapter, the term"part-tinme study"
means enrollment for at |east six but |ess than twelve senmester hours,
or the equivalent, per senester or at |east four but |ess than eight
senmester hours per quarter in an approved undergraduate program



c. Any senester, quarter or termof attendance during which a student
receives an award for part-tinme study pursuant to this section shall be
counted as one-half of a senester, quarter or term as the case may be,
toward the maximumtermof eligibility for tuition assistance awards
pursuant to section six hundred sixty-seven of this chapter.

6. Amount. a. The president shall grant annual schol arships in the
fol |l owi ng anmounts:

(1) If the recipient attends an institution of the city university of
New York or an institution of the state university of New York other
than the statutory colleges at Cornell, the college of environnental
science and forestry at Syracuse and the coll ege of ceram cs at Alfred,

t he annual schol arship award shall be an anmount equal to the non-tuition
cost of attendance at such institution or college reduced by (i) the
anount of a Pell grant and (ii) the amount of such other state and
federal schol arships and grants, other than tuition assistance or

suppl emental tuition assistance received under this chapter, which do
not require repaynent, awarded to the recipient for the cost of
attendance at the institution being attended, as reported to the

presi dent; provided, however, that such schol arship shall be reduced one
dollar for every three dollars of inconme in excess of eighteen thousand
dol l ars of incone; or

(2) If the recipient attends any other degree-granting institution
within New York state and enrolls in a program approved by the
comm ssi oner, the annual schol arship award shall be based upon an anount
equal to the average non-tuition cost of attendance, as determ ned by
the conm ssioner in consultation with the president and as approved by
the director of the budget, for a student at the state university of New
York or actual non-tuition cost of attendance at such institution,
whi chever is |ess, reduced by (i) the anbunt of a Pell grant the
reci pient woul d have been entitled to had the recipient attended the
state university of New York and (ii) the anpbunt of such other state and
federal schol arships and grants, other than tuition assistance or
suppl emental tuition assistance received under this chapter, which do
not require repaynent, awarded to the recipient for the cost of
attendance at the institution being attended, as reported to the
presi dent; provided, however, that such schol arshi ps shall be reduced



one dollar for every three dollars of income in excess of eighteen
t housand dol | ars of incone.

(3) Schol arships and grants that reduce the cost of attendance for
pur poses of determ ning the anount of a schol arship award shall not
i ncl ude suppl enmental financial assistance provided on a |last dollar
basi s pursuant to the provisions of section sixty-four hundred fifty-one
or sixty-four hundred fifty-two of this chapter.

(4) "Non-tuition cost of attendance", as used in this paragraph, shal
nmean: (i) the actual anount charged by the institution for room and
board and (ii) an allowance for transportation, books and supplies as
determ ned by the commi ssioner in consultation with the president and as
approved by the director of the budget, provided that such determ nation
shall be made no | ater than Decenber first of each year for use in the
succeedi ng acadenic year. In the event a student does not incur room or
board charges at the institution, "non-tuition cost of attendance" shal
nmean an al |l owance for room and board as determ ned by the comm ssioner
in consultation with the president and approved by the director of the
budget. I n determ ning allowances pursuant to this subparagraph, the
commi ssioner may take into consideration the all owances provided for in
the Pell grant program

b. For the purposes of determ ning annual schol arships, the term
"inconme" shall be determined in accordance with the provisions of
section six hundred sixty-three of this chapter, except that in making
such determ nation, adjusted gross incone, as defined in regul ati ons of
the trustees of the corporation, shall be used instead of New York state
net taxabl e incone.

c. In no event shall the conbination of all student financial aid
recei ved by a student exceed the recipient's total cost of attendance at
the institution being attended.

7. Ineligibility for a tuition assistance, supplenental tuition
assi stance or Pell grant award in a particul ar academ c year shall not
prevent a recipient fromreceiving a liberty scholarship award i n any
subsequent year in which such recipient shall becone eligible for a
tuition assistance, supplenental tuition assistance or Pell grant award,



provi ded, however, the seven-year period referred to in subdivision
seven of section six hundred sixty-five of this chapter, or an
ei ght-year period for part-tinme study, shall not have el apsed.

8. Relationship to educational opportunity prograns. Liberty
schol arship recipients who qualify for adm ssion to the educati onal
opportunity prograns established in section sixty-four hundred fifty-one
or sixty-four hundred fifty-two of this chapter shall in no way be
precluded fromparticipation in such prograns as a result of their
status as |iberty scholarship recipients. Recipients who qualify and are
selected for participation in the opportunity prograns shall be eligible
to receive the sane tutoring and counseling services provided to other
educational opportunity program students, and shall be eligible to
recei ve suppl enental financial assistance through the educati onal
opportunity prograns for any approved costs not otherw se funded under
such schol arship

9. Notification. The superintendent of schools or other chief school
of ficer of each public school district and the chief school officer of
nonpubl i c secondary schools shall take steps to inform students and
parents about the |iberty schol arship program and various types of
student financial aid that are available for their coll ege educations.
The corporation, in cooperation with the conm ssioner, shall assist such
efforts by making available to school districts, nonpublic secondary
school s and students information relating to such prograns and aid. In
addition, the conm ssioner, in cooperation with the president and school
officials shall also provide such other infornmation as is appropriate to
encour age students to conplete high school and to assist students in
preparing to attend col |l ege.

10. Regul ations. Al regulations of the conm ssioner or regul ati ons of
the trustees of the corporation to inplenment the provisions of this
article shall be subject to the approval of the director of the budget.



