8 605-a. Schol arships for academ c excellence. 1. (a) Beginning with
t he ni neteen hundred ni nety-seven--ni nety-ei ght academ c year and
thereafter, schol arships for academ c excellence shall be awarded to
students conpleting their high school prograns for attendance in
approved progranms. The academ c nerit criteria for awardi ng these
schol arships will be determ ned by taking the weighted average of a
student's score on Regents exam nations taken by students prior to their
senior year in all of the followng five subject areas: conprehensive
English; global studies; U 'S. history/governnent; |evel 3 math; and
sci ence, which shall consist of the weighted average of the conbi nation
of exans taken in chem stry, biology, earth science and physics. For
t hose schools not offering regents exam nations in all such five subject
areas, awards shall be based on criteria devel oped by the conm ssi oner
and subject to the approval of the director of the budget.

(b) School allocation. (i) Each high school in the state, as defined
in regul ations of the conm ssioner adopted for such purpose and subj ect
to the approval of the director of the budget, shall be allocated: for
t he ni neteen hundred ni nety-seven--ni nety-ei ght academ c year, a single
schol arshi p of one thousand dollars; and for the nineteen hundred
ni nety-ei ght--ni nety-ni ne acadenm c year and thereafter, a single
schol arshi p of one thousand five hundred dollars which shall be awarded
to the top schol ar of such school as determ ned by the academ c nerit
criteria set forth in paragraph (a) of this subdivision.

(ii) The remai ni ng schol arshi ps for the nineteen hundred
ni nety-seven--ni nety-ei ght academ c year of one thousand dollars, and
for the nineteen hundred ninety-eight--ninety-nine academ c year and
thereafter, of one thousand five hundred dollars shall be allocated to
hi gh schools in the state as defined in regul ations of the comm ssioner
for such purpose and subject to the approval of the director of the
budget, in the same ratio that the nunber of students enrolled in the
twel fth grade at such high school in the prior school year bears to the
total nunber of students who were enrolled in the twelfth grade in the
state during the prior school year. The ratio shall be multiplied by the
nunber of schol arshi ps avail able and the results, rounded to the nearest
whol e nunber, shall be the nunber of schol arships allocated to the
school . Such awards shall be distributed on the basis of the academ c
nerit criteria as set forth in paragraph (a) of this subdivision.



(iii) Al scholarships of five hundred dollars shall be allocated in
t he sane manner as described in subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph.

2. In the event that a schol arship awarded is declined by a student,
or for any reason revoked by the comm ssioner or the president, its
benefits shall |apse and there shall be no further paynents or awarding
of such schol arshi p; provided however, if an award is declined by a
student prior to the end of their high school program the schol arship
shall be awarded, to the extent practicable, to the next nost qualified
student pursuant to paragraph (a) of subdivision one of this section.



