8 549. Legislative findings. The |egislature hereby finds and
decl ares that:

1. The state has a prinmary responsibility to ensure the health,
wel fare and safety of children attending both public and nonpublic
school s.

2. The state discharges this responsibility to public school children
t hrough substantial anounts of per pupil financial assistance to | ocal
school districts. The fiscal crisis in nonpublic education, however, has
caused a di mi nution of proper maintenance and repair prograns,
threatening the health, welfare and safety of nonpublic school children,
particularly in urban areas. Such areas are generally identified by a
hi gh incidence of fam |ies receiving assi stance to dependent children
and deteriorating physical structures, including nonpublic school
bui | di ngs. Financial resources necessary to properly maintain and repair
such buil dings are beyond the capabilities of |owincone people whose
children attend nonpublic schools.

3. Inrecognition of the financial plight of urban areas in attracting
qualified teachers, the federal governnment has enacted Title IV of the
Hi gher Education Act of nineteen hundred sixty-five, which provides
i ncentives to teachers to instruct in those schools which serve a high
concentration of students fromlowinconme famlies.

4. It is incunbent upon the state to ensure that the physical
environnment in such Title IV areas is both healthy and safe. 1ncidental
to such goals, but none the less significant, is the contribution that a
heal t hy and safe school environnent makes to the stability of urban
nei ghbor hoods.

5. To insure a healthy and safe school environnment for children
attendi ng nonpublic schools, the state has the right to nake grants for
mai nt enance and repair expenditures which are clearly secul ar, neutral
and non-ideol ogical in nature.



