8§ 505-a. Election of retired teacher nenber of board. 1. Election of
retired teacher nenber. An election shall be held during the nonth of
Cct ober, nineteen hundred ninety-three, and thereafter during the nonth
of QOctober inmediately preceding the expiration of a termin office as
prescribed in this section, for the purpose of electing the retired
t eacher nenber of the retirenent board fromanong the retired nenbers of
the retirenent system All retired nenbers of the retirenent system who
are retired as of Qctober first in the year in which such election is
hel d shall be eligible to vote. Such election shall be by secret ball ot
hel d in accordance with the provisions of this section and such rules
and regul ati ons as may be adopted by the retirenent board. A retired
teacher nenber elected to the retirenment board pursuant to the
provi sions of this section shall serve for a termof three years
comenci ng on the first day of January next follow ng said el ection.

2. Nominations. Noninations of candidates for the position of retired
t eacher nenber of the retirenent board shall be by petition on forns
provi ded pursuant to this subdivision. The retirenent board shal
prepare printed fornms for nom nating petitions for candidates for the
office of retired teacher nmenber of the retirenent board. Such forns
shall be available to retired nenbers of the retirement systemnot |ater
than July first of a year in which an election is to be held. Each
candidate's petition shall be signed by not |ess than one hundred
retired menbers of the retirenent systemand shall be filed with the
retirement board not |ater than August fifteenth in such year. Each such
petition shall contain the position and termof office, together with
t he nanme and address of the candidate, and shall also contain the nane
and address of the retired nenber of the retirenent system who shall be
the alternate candidate in the event of a vacancy caused by the death,
disability, disqualification or withdrawal of the candi date occurring
prior to the election. Each petition shall be acconpanied by a notarized
written acceptance of the nomi nation by the candidate nanmed in the
petition and by a notarized witten statenment of the retired nenber
naned as alternate candidate that, in the event of the death,
disability, disqualification or withdrawal of the candidate prior to the
el ection or in the event of the death, disability, disqualification or
resignation of the candidate fromthe position of retired teacher nenber



of the retirenent board follow ng election, he or she will accept the
nom nati on or serve on the retirenent board in such a contingency. The
retirement board shall inplenment one nailing for each qualified

candi date that so requests and nmakes paynent therefor prior to the tine
of mailing by bank or certified check. The board shall establish
procedures to nmerge nailings for nore than one qualified candidate in
order to reduce postage costs and for adm nistrative convenience if each
af fected candi date approves. Nothing in this subdivision or in this
section shall be construed to inpair existing |law preserving the
confidentiality of the hone addresses of retirees of the retirenent
system

3. Election procedures. Such election shall be in the formof a mai
referendumwi th appropriate provisions, such as the use of double
envel opes, made to insure that the identity of the individual retired
menbers will not be disclosed as their marked ballots are submtted and
counted. The retirenent board shall prepare and mail a ballot and
i nstructions for voting to each eligible retired nmenber by first class
mail not earlier than October first and not |ater than Cctober
fifteenth. The nanes of candi dates and alternate candidates |isted on
the ballot shall be in the order in which the petitions are filed with
the retirenent board. The ballots shall be such that they may be nachi ne
counted. Such ballots shall be returned to the address within the state
of New York designated by the retirenent board and shall be postnmarked
not later than October thirty-first. Notw thstanding the foregoing, the
retirement board may by resolution establish an alternative procedure
for the conduct of an election pursuant to this section by el ectronic,
t el ephoni c or other nmeans which provide conparabl e security and
conveni ence for voting by retired teacher nenbers.

4. Board of elections. At the tinme of filing a petition or not |ater
than Septenber fifteenth, each candi date shall appoint two active or
retired menbers of the retirenent systemto a board of elections. Such
board of el ections shall consist of such appointees of the candi dates
and one nenber of the retirenment system named by the president of the
retirement board, who shall act as its chairman. Menbers of the board of
el ections shall not thenselves be candi dates or alternate candi dates.



Such board of elections shall supervise the election. Such board of

el ections shall neet at the location within the state designated by the
retirement board at one o' clock in the afternoon on the second Monday in
Novenber to certify the election of the candi date receiving the | argest
nunber of valid votes cast. The retired nenber so el ected shall be
notified of such election by the chairman of the board of el ections
within five days of such certification. The ballots shall be kept in
the custody of the retirenment board for at |east ninety days after such
certification. Menbers of the board of elections shall be reinbursed by
the retirenent board for reasonabl e expenses actually incurred, in
accordance with rules and regul ati ons adopted by the retirenent board.

5. Special election. In the event that no candi date can be certified
as having won the election as the result of a tie vote, then the board
of elections shall order a special election with the ballot containing
only the names of such candidates with a tie vote. Such special election
shall be conducted in the sanme general manner as the regul ar el ection.
Bal | ots shall be mailed during the nonth of Novenber as soon as
reasonably practical after the tie vote has been determ ned and shall be
returned to a location within the state designated by the retirenent
board, postnarked no |later than the fourteenth day of Decenber. The
board of elections shall neet at the location within the state
designated by the retirenment board on a nutually selected date prior to
January first to certify the election of the candi date receiving the
| ar gest nunber of valid votes cast.

6. Suspension of election. In the event that only one candidate is
nom nat ed, then no el ection shall be held and such candi date shall be
deened to be elected effective at the same tine as if an el ection had
been hel d.

7. Vacancies. A vacancy occurring during the termof a retired teacher
menber of the retirenent board shall be filled by the retired nenber who
was the alternate candidate at the tinme such retired teacher nenber was
| ast elected to the board. In the event that such alternate candi date
has di ed, becone disqualified, or is unwilling or unable to serve or in
the event that the alternate candidate dies, is disqualified, becones



di sabl ed, or resigns after entering upon the position of retired teacher
menber of the retirenent board, then the vacancy shall be filled by the
concurrent appoi ntnment of a successor from anong the retired nenbers of
the system by the nenbers of the retirenent board who were el ected from
anong the active nenbers of the retirenent system Such alternate

candi date or such appoi ntee, as applicable, shall serve out the
unexpired termof the retired teacher nenber.

8. Certain expenses of alternate candidate. The retired nenber who was
the alternate candidate at the tine a retired teacher nenber was | ast
el ected to the position of the retired teacher nenber of the retirenent
board shall be entitled to be reinbursed fromthe expense fund for
actual and necessary expenses incurred in connection with attendance at
t he annual neeting and stated neetings of the retirenent board pursuant
to subdivision one of section five hundred six of this article.



