8 409-d. Conprehensive public school building safety program 1.
Program est abl i shment. The comm ssioner is authorized and directed to
establish, develop and nonitor a conprehensive public school building
safety program which shall include a uniforminspection, safety rating
and nonitoring system Such program shall require the inspections of al
publ i c school buildings throughout the state (i) at |east once between
the period comrencing with the first day of January, two thousand twenty
and ending with the thirty-first day of Decenber, two thousand twenty
and (ii) at |east once between the period commencing with the first day
of January, two thousand twenty-two and ending with the thirty-first day
of Decenber, two thousand twenty-two, provided that such inspections
shal | exclude public school buildings in a school district required to
conduct building condition surveys between January first, two thousand
twenty and the end of such period in accordance with regul ations of the
comi ssi oner adopted pursuant to subparagraph one-a of paragraph c of
subdi vi sion four of section thirty-six hundred forty-one of this
chapter, and provided further that such exclusion shall not apply in the
case of a school district which has not conpleted the building condition
surveys so required and subnmtted the sane to the departnent. Under such
program the conm ssioner nmay require inspections of public school
bui | di ngs as deened necessary to naintain the safety of school buil dings
and the welfare of the occupants, and such program shall establish a
safety rating systemfor such school buildings to assess the need for
mai nt enance, repairs, rehabilitation, reconstruction, construction and
ot her inprovenents related to the structural integrity and overall
safety of public school buildings including but not limted to building
systens related to electrical, plunbing, heating, ventilation, and air
conditioning, sanitation and health, fire and accident protection; and
require that such ratings be used for the purpose of devel oping a
bui | di ngs condition survey as required pursuant to subdivision four of
section thirty-six hundred forty-one of this chapter and a five year
facilities plan as required pursuant to clause (i) of subparagraph two
of paragraph b of subdivision six of section thirty-six hundred two of
this chapter

2. Conmi ssioner's authorization. In inplenenting the program the
commi ssioner is authorized to:



(a) require the inspection of every public school building and
prescribe qualifications of persons who may perform or supervise such
i nspections in accordance with the provisions of this section.

(b) establish a safety rating systemkeyed to the structural integrity
and overall safety of the building. Such systemshall rate every major
bui | di ng system contai ned within a building and where practicabl e
identify critical maintenance and include such information in the plan
required in subdivision ten of section thirty-six hundred forty-one of
this chapter

(c) require each school district to develop a buildings condition
survey;

(d) require each school district to develop a five year capita
facilities plan;

(e) establish a process for nonitoring all school buildings; and

(f) provide for waivers of the requirenents of this section and/or
section four hundred nine-e of this article for districts whose school
bui | ding safety inspection procedures in existence on the effective date
of this section are in substantial conpliance with such requirenents.

3. Notification. Notw thstandi ng any other provision of law to the
contrary, the conm ssioner shall be authorized to notify in witing any
school district or board of cooperative educational services the
exi stence of a hazardous condition found in any school building within
the school district that is in violation of applicable building, health,
or safety codes or regulations that nay threaten the health and/or
safety of students or staffs. Such notice nmust be acknow edged and
responded to within five business days or |ess. Such notice shall be
delivered to the superintendent of the school district or the district
superi ntendent of the board of cooperative educational services. In the
case of a city school district in a city having a popul ati on of one
mllion or nore inhabitants such notice shall be delivered to the
chancell or of the city district.



