8§ 3650. Conprehensive school bus driver safety training program 1.
The conmi ssioner, in consultation with the state conprehensi ve school
bus driver safety training council and subject to appropriation by the
| egi sl ature, shall

a. Devel op a uni form and conprehensive school bus driver safety
trai ning programfor school bus drivers transporting students to and
from school by school bus including instruction to such school bus
drivers concerning the | atest safety techniques using the | atest
instructional materials.

b. Include within the safety training programthe devel opnent of
curriculumand training materials including a school bus driver safety
trai ni ng manual

c. Devel op and conduct professional devel opnent school bus driver
safety training sem nars statew de.

d. Establish and maintain a data base containing data relative to
school bus accidents and fatalities reported within the state.

e. Engage the services of consultants on a contract basis for
renderi ng professional and tactical assistance.

f. Award and distribute grants, follow ng appropriation by the
| egi sl ature which appropriation may include funds of the school bus
not ori st education fund established pursuant to section eighty-nine-j of
the state finance law, for the study of issues involving the ill egal
passi ng of stopped school buses, the devel opnent of proposals to reduce
t he nunber of notorists passing school buses in violation of section
el even hundred seventy-four of the vehicle and traffic law, and to
pronmot e school bus safety.

2. The conm ssioner, in consultation with the justice center for the
protection of people with special needs, shall promul gate rules and
regul ati ons requiring every school bus driver operating a school bus
whi ch has or will have one or nore students with a disability as



passengers to receive training and instruction relating to the
under st andi ng of, and attention to, the special needs of such students.
Such training and instruction may be included with the training and

i nstruction required pursuant to paragraph a of subdivision one of this
section and shall be provided at |east once per year or nore frequently
as determ ned by the conm ssioner in consultation with the state
conprehensi ve school bus driver safety training council. For the

pur poses of this subdivision, the term"student with a disability" shal
have the sane neaning as such termis defined in subdivision one of
section forty-four hundred one of this chapter. Any person enployed as a
school bus driver on January first, two thousand nine who is subject to
the provisions of this subdivision shall conply with the requirenents of
this subdivision by July first, two thousand nine. Any school bus driver
hired after January first, two thousand nine who is subject to the

requi renents of this subdivision shall conplete such training and

i nstruction prior to assumng his or her duties.



