8§ 3641-a. Excelsior scholars programfor grade seven mathematics and
sci ence students. The comm ssioner shall establish an excel sior schol ars
program for grade seven nmat hemati cs and sci ence students pursuant to
this section and regul ati ons of the comm ssioner adopted for such
pur pose. Wthin the amounts appropriated for this purpose, the
commi ssi oner shall award grants on a conpetitive basis to public and
i ndependent col |l eges and universities to conduct sumrer prograns that
shal | provide advanced coursework in mathematics and science to students
desi gnat ed as excel si or scholars and, as funds permt, other
hi gh- perform ng students who have conpl eted seventh grade.

1. Each year, the conm ssioner shall identify up to three thousand
hi gh perform ng seventh grade students in nathematics and science from
students nom nated by each public mddle school, junior high school,
i nt ernmedi ate school or junior/senior high school, or kindergarten
t hrough secondary school. The conm ssioner by regul ation shall prescribe
t he maxi num nunber of students that may be nom nated by each school
whi ch may vary based on the size of the school, which shall include
equal nunbers of male and femal e students. After review by the
commi ssioner, qualified students shall be certified to the governor for
recognition as an excel sior schol ar.

2. The conm ssioner shall conduct a conpetitive process under which
financial grants are awarded to each col |l ege and university approved to
provi de appropriate advanced coursework to excel sior scholars in the
sumer nont hs, subject to the availability of funds appropriated for
such purpose.

3. The regul ations of the comm ssioner shall provide for coordination
of the programwi th the seven centers for excellence in technol ogy and
the prograns offered by such centers, to the extent practicable.



