8§ 3623. School buses. 1. a. The conmmi ssioner of transportation in
consultation with the comm ssioner shall adopt, promul gate and enforce
rul es, standards and specifications regulating and controlling the
ef ficiency and equi prent of school buses used to transport pupils, with
particular regard to the safety and conveni ence of such pupils and the
suitability and adaptability of such school buses to the requirenments of
the school district. No school bus shall be purchased by a school
district or used for the transportation of pupils unless and until it
has been approved by the conmm ssioner of transportation as conplying
with the rules, standards and specifications relating thereto.

b. No bus manufactured after January first, nineteen hundred
seventy-four shall be used to transport pupils under any contract with a
school district or board of cooperative educational services unless it
has been simlarly approved by the comm ssioner of transportation,
except that no such approval shall be required for buses used to
transport pupils and also used to serve the general public under a
certificate of public convenience for the operation of a bus |ine,
granted pursuant to the transportation |law or for buses used to
transport pupils, teachers and other persons acting in a supervisory
capacity to and from school activities and which bus does not receive or
di scharge passengers on or along the public highways on regularly
schedul ed routes and is operating under a pernmit as a contract carrier
of passengers granted pursuant to the transportation |aw or by the
interstate commerce comm ssion. School buses manufactured or assenbl ed
prior to April first, nineteen hundred seventy-seven nay not be used to
transport pupils, teachers and other persons acting in a supervisory
capacity to and from school activities.

c. The comm ssioner shall establish and provide for the enforcenent of
rul es and regulations requiring instruction on the use of seat safety
belts as specified in subdivision five of section three hundred
eighty-three of the vehicle and traffic | aw and section thirty-six
hundred thirty-five-a of this chapter, drills in safe boarding and
exiting procedures and energency drills to be conducted on all school
buses and shal | enphasi ze specific hazards encountered by children
during snow, ice, rain and other inclenment weather. Al such drills



shall include instruction in the inportance of orderly conduct by all
school bus passengers. A mninmum of three such drills shall be had on
each school bus during the school year, the first to be conducted during
the first seven days of session of the fall term

2. The conm ssioner shall, after public hearing, pronulgate rules and
regul ations requiring drills on school buses for those pupils who do not
participate in such drills required by subdivision one of this section,
and the conm ssioner nay provide by such rules and regul ations for
instructional alternatives to carry out the purposes of this
subdi vi si on.



