8§ 355-d. Educational opportunity centers. 1. There shall be created
within the state university of New York a conprehensive system of higher
education prograns and services that pronote the growth and stability of
the state's educationally and econom cally chall enged communities as
referred to in this section as educational opportunity centers.

2. Such educational opportunity centers shall be nanaged and
supervi sed by the state university and shall provide progranms and
services that include, but are not limted to the follow ng, provided
that the state university shall have the discretion to determne the
prograns and services offered at each educati onal opportunity center:

(a) academ c progranms | eading to and increasing persistence in higher
educat i on;

(b) vocational prograns | eading to career pathways, gainful enploynent
and sel f-sufficiency;

(c) counseling and gui dance services to enhance student retention;

(d) targeted services for business and industry to upgrade the skil
| evel s of energing and i ncunbent workers such that they support
i ncreased productivity and the creation and retention of job
opportunities;

(e) collaboration with secondary schools to assist in the academc
preparation of at-risk youth;

(f) collaborative progranms with coll eges and universities to increase
opportunities for center graduates for advanced placenent and recei pt of
acadenm c credits for academ c work conpleted at such center

(g) collaboration with other state and | ocal agencies, workforce
devel opnent boards and charitabl e organi zati ons to neet emerging
state-wide priorities for serving the di sadvantaged; and

(h) entrepreneurial training opportunities that may lead to conmunity
econoni ¢ devel opnent .

3. The state university shall formulate a plan and guidelines for the
or gani zati on, devel opnent, coordi nation and operation of educati onal
opportunity centers and may promul gate such rules and regul ati ons
necessary to carry out the provisions of this section. Such plan shal
i ncl ude:

(a) definition of academ c and econom c eligibility;



(b) procedures for the selection of such students for adm ssion to a
center;

(c) program objectives including coordination with the university's
| ong range m ssion and goals; and

(d) program eval uation and reporti ng.



