8§ 346-a. Advisory committee. 1. There shall be created a tenporary
comttee to advise the |legislature and nmake findings and
reconmendations with respect to the effect of standardized tests used in
the process of post secondary adm ssions on test subjects of varying
racial, ethnic, linguistic background and gender and consi der ot her
possi bl e anal ytical nethods to assure the fairness and equity of such
tests.

2. The conmttee shall consist of ten nenbers to be appointed as
foll ows: three each shall be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senate and by the speaker of the assenbly, and two each by the mnority
| eader of the senate and the mnority | eader of the assenbly. At |east
one of the menbers appoi nted by each of the four |egislative |eaders
shall be an individual with expertise in neasurenent and standardi zed
testing. Such coomittee shall be broadly representative of persons or
groups residing in the state of New York interested in and affected by
st andardi zed adm ssions tests which nay include, but is not Iimted to,
test subjects, test agencies, representatives of consuners of
standardi zed test, post-secondary adm nistrators and faculty and
representatives of civil rights organizations.

3. The coommittee shall select a chairperson fromits menbership and
may sel ect professional staff, other than the data anal ysis researchers
or organi zations descri bed herein, who shall have expertise in
nmeasur enent and st andardi zed testing to design and conduct the study.
The conmittee shall prepare a design for the analysis of the data
required for collection pursuant to this section. The study design
shal | be avail abl e upon request for comment for a period for thirty days
after which time the committee shall select or solicit one or nore
researchers or organi zations to do the data anal ysis. The anal yses shal
exanm ne the differences in test perfornmance between the subgroups
indicated in section three hundred forty-one-a of this article and
consi der the inpact upon those differences of using alternative mnethods
of item selection. Such professional staff, researchers and
organi zati ons shall not have any direct financial ties, within five
years prior to the effective date of this section, to standardized
testing, nor to any source that has by personal testinony pronoted or



opposed regul ati on of standardi zed testing, or fromany source which has
been engaged in litigation, within five years prior to the effective
date of this section, against any entity engaged in the standardized
testing industry. The committee shall neet at |east two tinmes annually
and shall expire on the first day of Septenber, nineteen hundred

ni nety-one. The conmttee nenbers shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be reinbursed for reasonabl e expenses actually
and necessarily incurred by themin the performance of their duties
under this article.

4. The commttee nay accept any state grants or appropriations, or as
agent of the state, any grant, including federal grants, or any gift for
any of the purposes of this article; provided however, that the
commttee shall not accept any grant or gift, directly or indirectly,
(a) fromthe standardi zed testing industry or fromany source currently
receiving funds fromthe standardi zed testing industry, or (b) from any
source that has pronoted or opposed regul ati on of standardi zed testing
or fromany source that has been engaged in litigation within five years
prior to the effective date of this section against any entity engaged
in the standardi zed testing industry or fromany source currently
recei ving funds fromany such sources. Any nonies so received my be
expended by the commttee to effectuate any purpose of this article,
subject to standard limtations as to approval of expenditures and
audi t.

5. The commttee shall report its finding to the state | egislature no
| ater than the thirty-first of March, nineteen hundred ninety.

6. The conmttee shall pursue the aforenentioned research if adequate
funds have been commtted by the first day of July, nineteen hundred
eighty-nine to further the purposes of this article. Prior to February
first, nineteen hundred eighty-nine, the commttee shall notify the
chairs of the assenbly ways and neans and senate finance commttees
regardi ng funds received for the purposes of this article and shal
submt a request for such appropriations as may be necessary to
ef fectuate the purposes of this section. If no such funds have been
conmitted, the commttee shall dissolve.






