8§ 316. Teacher resource and conputer training centers. 1. As used in
this section, unless another nmeaning clearly appears fromthe context:

a. "Teacher resource and conputer training center"” means any site
operated by a school district, board of cooperative educational services
or a consortium of school districts and/ or boards of cooperative
educational services which is specifically established pursuant to this
section to provide professional support services to teachers within the
state in order to:

(1) assist teachers, diagnhose |earning needs, experinment with the use
of multiple instructional approaches, assess student outcones, assess
staff devel opnent needs and plans, and train other school personnel in
ef fective pedagogi cal approaches;

(2) provide denonstration and training sites where teachers are
trai ned, specifically in the use of conputers as teaching aids; the
criteria for school acquisition and use of conputer equi pnent and
software; and the eval uation of conputer-related naterial s;

(3) develop and produce curricula and curricular materials designed to
neet the educational needs of students being served through application
of educational research or new or inproved nethods, practices, and
t echni ques;

(4) provide training to inprove the skills of teachers in order to
enabl e such teachers to neet the special educational needs of the pupils
they serve, and to famliarize such teachers with devel opnents in
curriculum fornul ati on and educati onal research, including the manner in
whi ch the research can be used to i nprove teaching skills;

(5) provide a location where teachers nay share resources, ideas,
nmet hods and approaches directly related to classroominstruction and
becone famliar with current teaching materials and products for use in
their classroons; and

(6) retrain teachers and ot her educational personnel to becone better
qualified to teach in subject areas necessary to prepare students for
t he devel opi ng high technology era, in the disciplines of mathenatics,
sci ence and conputer technol ogy.

b. "Site" for the purposes of this section shall nmean the |ocation or
| ocati ons where the curricul um devel opnent and training activities of



t he teacher resource and conmputer training center take place.

2. In order to provide the school districts and teachers of the state
Wi th an opportunity to devel op systematic, ongoing in-service training
prograns, assure the dissenm nation and application of educati onal
research devel opnents to classroominstruction and devel op new curricul a
and curricular materials specifically designed to neet the educati onal
needs of the students served, the comm ssioner shall, within avail able
state appropriations and subject to the procedures established in this
section, provide funds to school districts and boards of cooperative
educational services to plan, establish and operate teacher resource and
conputer training centers. Any school district or board of cooperative
educati onal services requesting such funds shall nake application
therefor at such tine, in such manner, and containing or acconpani ed by
such information as the comm ssioner may through this section or by
regul ation require. Applications shall be nade within the foll ow ng
categori es:

(i) a school district with a teacher popul ati on of one thousand or
nor e;

(ii) a school district with a teacher popul ation of five hundred or
nore but | ess than one thousand,

(iii) a school district with a teacher population of |ess than five
hundr ed;

(iv) a board of cooperative educational services; or

(v) a consortiumof two or nore school districts and/ or boards of
cooperati ve educational services.

3. Each such application shall be reviewed by the state professional
standards and practices board for teaching. The board shall in each
i nstance reconmend to the conmm ssioner action, as appropriate, including
specific reasons when it is negative. Any school district, board of
cooperati ve educational services or consortium whose ori gi nal
application is rejected may resubmt a revised application for further
review. Notw t hstandi ng any other provision to the contrary, an
application to continue a teacher resource center which was in operation
prior to the nineteen hundred ei ghty-four--nineteen hundred eighty-five
school year shall be deened automatically approved.



4. The comm ssioner shall establish criteria and standards by which
applications shall be eval uated which shall include provisions for
furni shing techni cal assistance and infornmation provided by the
departnment through the facilities of the proposed teacher resource
center, provided, however, that such criteria and standards shall be
consistent with federal regulations which were applicable to teacher
resource centers in operation during the nineteen hundred eighty-two
cal endar year

5. Any school district, board of cooperative educational services or
consortium havi ng an application approved under this section my
col | aborate, consult and contract with an approved institution of higher
education in New York state to carry out activities under or provide
techni cal assistance in connection with such application. Each
application shall be reviewed by the professional practices subconmttee
of the state professional standards and practices board for teaching.

6. Each teacher resource and conputer training center shall be
operated by a board, the nmgjority of which shall be conposed of
el enentary and secondary school teachers representative of teachers
served by the teacher resource and conputer training center. Teacher
menbers shall be designated by the collective bargaining agent of the
teachers served by the teacher resource and conputer training center.
Such board shall al so include individuals designated by the school board
or board of cooperative educational services served by such center and
at | east one representative designated by the institutions of higher
education located in the area served by such center. Such board shal
al so include at |east one parent of an elenmentary or secondary school
pupi | and at | east one representative of a business or industry that
uses, produces or is involved with conputer equi pnment and software.

7. The powers and duties of each teacher resource and conputer
trai ning center board shall include policy fornulation, the enpl oynent
of staff or consultants, budget control and expenditure of funds to
acconplish the purposes of this section, reconmendations for
subcontracting to secure technical and other kinds of assistance, and



any ot her appropriate managerial or supervisory activities not otherw se
prohi bited by state or local |aw or regul ati ons of the conm ssi oner.

7-a. Notwi thstanding any other provision of Iaw, a teacher resource
and conputer training center board may col |l aborate, consult and contract
with a school district or board of cooperative educational services
which is included in the application for the establishment of such
t eacher resource and conputer training center for the assignnment of
t eachers enpl oyed by such school district or board of cooperative
educati onal services; provided, however, in such case such teacher shal
continue to accrue all enploynent rights and benefits, including
seniority, with the enploying school district or board of cooperative
educational services and the teacher resource and conputer training
center board shall reinburse such school district or board of
cooperati ve educational services for the services of such teacher

8. Funds provided each school year to school districts and boards of
cooperati ve educational services by the comm ssioner to plan, establish
and operate teacher resource and conputer training centers shall not

exceed two mllion dollars per center, except that for the city school
district for the city of New York such center shall not exceed sixteen
mllion eight hundred thousand dollars and provided further that each

approved center shall receive not |ess than twenty thousand dollars. In
any year in which there is a statewi de increase in funding for teacher
resource and conputer training centers, such increase shall be
distributed proportionately anong existing centers that have
satisfactorily fulfilled the requirenents of such centers' current
grant. A portion of the increase shall be nmade avail able to new
applicants to establish new teacher centers, and to current teacher
centers to develop and i npl enent regional and statew de teacher center
activities.

9. Evaluation and annual reports. a. Teacher resource and conputer
training centers shall provide data annually as prescribed by the

conmi ssi oner .

b. The conm ssioner shall prepare and submit to the governor, the



tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly, not

| ater than May first, nineteen hundred ninety-nine and by the first day
of January in each year thereafter, a report detailing the financial and
programmati c i nformati on for teacher resource and conputer training
centers. Such report shall, at a mininum set forth with respect to the
precedi ng school year: cost information for individual services provided
by such centers; nunbers of teachers and other staff served, summarized
in the aggregate, by elenentary and secondary school |evels, and by hone
school district; lists of prograns and courses offered, including
identification of those with credit toward col |l ege graduate degrees and
those which relate to specific academ c areas and hi gher | earning
standards; and aggregate expenditure data for the foll owi ng categories:
adm ni stration, staff devel opnment services, rent and other facilities
costs, and other services; and such other information as deened
appropriate by the conmm ssioner to assist the comm ssioner in

i dentifying cost-effective services and prograns whi ch nay be
successfully replicated in other centers, school districts and boards of
cooperati ve educational services (BOCES). The format for the report

shal | be devel oped by the comm ssioner in consultation with school
district officials, and teacher resource center officials, provided that
all information in such report shall be displayed on both a statew de
and individual center basis. Such report shall include changes fromthe
year prior to the report year for each such itemfor all teacher
resource and conputer training centers and shall be made available to
other interested parties upon request.

c. Funds provided under the teacher resource and computer training
centers program nmay be used to contract wi th educational organizations
for the purpose of conducting a statew de program eval uation. The
prof essi onal practices subcomm ttee of the professional standards and
practices board shall review and approve grant applications submtted
for this purpose.



