§ 3004-a. National board for professional teaching standards
certification grant program 1. Notw thstandi ng any inconsi stent
provi sion of |aw, the conm ssioner shall establish the Al bert Shanker
nati onal board for professional teaching standards certification grant
program to be used by the departnent to defray any costs incurred by an
eligible teacher, as that termis described in subdivision two of this
section and his or her sponsoring school district, where such eligible
t eacher seeks national board certification fromthe national board for
prof essi onal teacher standards.

2. As used in this section, "eligible teacher" shall nean a New York
state tenured public school teacher who:

(a) is currently teaching in New York state;

(b) has graduated from an accredited coll ege or university; and

(c) holds a valid New York state teaching certificate.

3. Under the provisions of this section and subject to the filing
requi renent described in subdivision four of this section, a grant in an
anmount of up to two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) shall be made
avai l able fromthe Al bert Shanker national board for professional
teachi ng standards certification grant programto each eligible teacher
to defray the expenses of certification by the national board for
prof essi onal teaching standards. Such sum nay include the direct
rei mbursenent by the departnent to the eligible teacher's sponsoring
school district fromthe total grant award to cover the cost of hiring a
substitute teacher for up to three days or the duration of such eligible
teacher's approved | eave, whi chever is |ess.

4. The comm ssioner shall be responsible for pronul gati ng any
regul ati ons necessary to effectuate the provisions of this section,
i ncl udi ng:

(a) establishing within the departnent an application formand filing
deadline requirenents to be utilized by eligible teachers applying for
the Al bert Shanker national board for professional teaching standards
grant program

(b) establishing a mechani smfor processing and approving applications
wi thin the departnent;



(c) establishing a nmechanismto allocate grant awards to approved
eligible teachers; and

(d) establishing a mechanismto rei nburse sponsoring school districts
for up to three days of approved | eave as described in subdivision three
of this section.

5. An eligible teacher for whomthe state pays a participation fee
shall be liable for repaynent of the grant to the departnent if such
el igible teacher:

(a) does not conplete the process; or

(b) conpletes the process, but does not teach in a New York state
public school for at |least one full year after achieving national board
for professional teaching standards certification.

6. Repaynent of the grant is not required:

(a) if the certification process is not conpleted or if the eligible
teacher fails to teach for one full year after conpletion due to his or
her death or disability or sone other extenuating circunstances as may
be recogni zed by the board of regents; or

(b) if the eligible teacher conpletes the process but does not achieve
certification.



