§ 2850. Short title; purpose. 1. This article shall be known and may
be cited as the "New York charter schools act of nineteen hundred
ni nety-eight".

2. The purpose of this article is to authorize a system of charter
schools to provide opportunities for teachers, parents, and comunity
menbers to establish and maintain schools that operate independently of
exi sting schools and school districts in order to acconplish the
fol |l ow ng objectives:

(a) Inprove student |earning and achi evenent;

(b) Increase | earning opportunities for all students, with special
enphasi s on expanded | earni ng experiences for students who are at-risk
of academ c failure;

(c) Encourage the use of different and innovative teachi ng nmet hods;

(d) Create new professional opportunities for teachers, school
adm ni strators and ot her school personnel;

(e) Provide parents and students with expanded choices in the types of
educati onal opportunities that are available within the public school
system and

(f) Provide schools with a nethod to change fromrul e-based to
per f or mance- based accountability systens by hol ding the school s
established under this article accountable for neeting neasurabl e
student achi evenent results.



