8§ 235-a. New York state biodiversity research institute. 1. The New
York state biodiversity research institute is hereby created within the
New York state nmuseumw thin the education departnent. The purposes of
the institute shall include:

(a) advising the governor, governnental agencies, the regents, and the
| egi slature on matters relating to biodiversity in New York state;

(b) fostering, pursuing and sponsoring collaborative biol ogical and
ecol ogi cal research

(c) increasing understandi ng of biodiversity research and conservation
needs in New York by establishing and reporting on what is known and
what is not known about the biological diversity of the state;

(d) identifying priority needs for biodiversity research and inventory
work within New York that currently are not receiving adequate
attention, and identifying public or private entities that are best
situated to address such needs, thereby | eading to better coordination
of biodiversity research efforts in the state;

(e) pronoting awareness of existing and new sources of biodiversity
i nformati on and bi odi versity expertise anong planners, policy makers,
and resource nanagers;

(f) educating elected officials, governnental agencies, and the
general public on biodiversity issues through such neans as it nay
det er m ne;

(g) organi zing and sponsoring neetings on biodiversity topics;

(h) encouraging the establishnent of networks of collaborating
scientists engaged in related aspects of biodiversity research;

(i) raising sensitivity to biodiversity concerns anong state and | ocal
gover nnment agencies, and serving as a forum for enhanced interagency
i nformati on sharing and cooperati on;

(j) recomending priority activities for funding through the state
| and bi odi versity stewardshi p account, created pursuant to section
ni nety-seven-oo of the state finance | aw,

(k) assisting the conm ssioners of environnental conservation and
parks, recreation and historic preservation in conducting reviews,
pursuant to section 3-0302 of the environnmental conservation |aw and
subdi vi si on ei ghteen of section 3.09 of the parks, recreation and
hi storic preservation |aw, of lands currently in state ownership, to
identify | ands and waters that harbor plants, animls, and ecol ogi cal



communities that are rare in New York state;

(1) assisting the conm ssioner of parks, recreation and historic
preservation in identifying ecologically significant sites within state
parks and historic sites that are candi dates for park preserve or park
preservati on area designation pursuant to article twenty of the parks,
recreation and historic preservation |aw, and

(m assisting the conm ssioner of environmental conservation in
identifying |lands of ecological significance, currently in state
ownership, to recommend to the governor and the |egislature for
dedication to the state nature and historical preserve trust pursuant to
article forty-five of the environnmental conservation |aw.

2. Definitions. Wen used in this section, the follow ng terns shal
nmean:

(a) "Biodiversity" or "biological diversity" nmeans the total variety
of living organisns found in the state, and the natural processes that
support them and

(b) "Institute"” shall mean the New York state biodiversity research
institute created pursuant to subdivision one of this section.

3. Research prograns. The institute shall foster, pursue and sponsor
original systematic and ecol ogical research, field studies, and
i nventories of biological collections that are designed to:

(a) increase the informati on base pertaining to plant, aninal,
bi ol ogi cal conmmunity, and ecosystem occurrences in the state, including
descriptions, collections and catal ogs of fauna and flora, plant and
animal life-cycle requirenents and characteristics, the dynam cs of
ecol ogi cal processes, and the status of rare plants, aninals, and
bi ol ogi cal conmuniti es;

(b) detect, docunent, and interpret patterns and changes in the flora
and fauna of the state, including expansions, |osses, and introductions
of speci es;

(c) explore and foster the gathering of data in poorly known or
vul nerabl e areas of the state; and

(d) investigate techni ques designed to conserve, protect, and nanage
bi odi versity.



4. Education and information transfer progranms. The institute shal
foster the collection, transfer, and application of biodiversity
information in the state by:

(a) fostering access, conpatibility, interchange, and synthesis of
data anong bi ol ogical information systens mai ntained by public entities,
acadenmi ¢ and research institutions, and private organizations;

(b) enploying advanced technol ogy to coordi nate for ease of use the
scattered biol ogical collection resources of the state;

(c) pronoting adherence to accepted standards for biodiversity
research, including quality control for the collection of voucher
speci nens and data, and protocols for responsible collection policies;
and

(d) supporting the preparation and publication of interpretative works
t hat draw upon bi ol ogi cal collection resources.

5. Biennial reports. The institute shall prepare and submt a report
on or before January first, nineteen hundred ninety-five and every two
years thereafter to the governor, the regents, and the |egislature
descri bi ng prograns undertaken or sponsored by the institute, the status
of know edge regarding the state's biodiversity, and research needs
rel ated thereto.

6. Executive committee. The institute shall be guided by an executive
commttee. Menbers of the commttee shall be from varyi ng backgrounds
Wi th nmenbers selected fromthe stewardship community, fromthe
scientific comunity, as well as from government service. Such conmttee
shal | consi st of seventeen nenbers including the conm ssioner, the
commi ssi oner of environnental conservation, the comm ssioner of parks,
recreation and historic preservation, the chancellor of the state
uni versity of New York or their designees, seven at |arge nenbers
appoi nted by the governor, one of whom shall be chairperson, two nenbers
appoi nted by the tenporary president of the senate, one nenber appointed
by the mnority | eader of the senate, two nenbers appointed by the
speaker of the assenbly and one nenber appointed by the mnority | eader
of the assenbly. Appointed nenbers shall serve for a termof three
years, provided that such nenbers may be reappoi nted. The executive
committee shall



(a) adopt policies, procedures, and criteria governing the prograns
and operations of the institute;

(b) recommend to the governor and | egislature appropriate actions to
i dentify, manage and conserve exenplary occurrences of conmon ecol ogi cal
comunities on state-owned | ands. An "exenplary occurrence of a common
ecol ogical comunity” shall nmean a representative, high quality exanple
of a given ecological community type, characterized by a distinctive
assenbl age of interacting plant and ani mal popul ati ons;

(c) develop and inplenment the research, education and information
transfer prograns of the institute;

(d) identify and rate proposals for biodiversity research

(e) identify and rate proposals for biodiversity stewardship;

(f) submt to the director of the budget, and the chairpersons of the
senate finance comrittee and the assenbly ways and nmeans comrittee on
the first day of Cctober nineteen hundred ninety-three and on or before
August first in each year thereafter, a budget request for the
expenditure of funds available fromthe biodiversity stewardship and
research fund, for the purposes established by section ninety-seven-o00
of the state finance |aw,

(g) nmeet publicly at least twice a year. The conmittee shall widely
di ssem nate notice of its neetings at |east two weeks prior to each
neeting. The comm ssioners of environnmental conservation, education and
parks, recreation and historic preservation and the chancellor of the
state university shall aid in such dissen nation

7. Scientific working group. The executive comrittee shall appoint a
scientific working group conposed of not nore than fifteen individuals
representi ng governmental agencies (including a biologist fromthe
departnment of environnental conservation), academ c or research
i nstitutions, educational organizations, the forest products industry
and non-profit conservation organi zations. Menbers of the scientific
wor ki ng group shall have know edge and expertise in biodiversity
conservation and research and shall serve for a termof three years,
provi ded, however that nenbers nmay be reappointed for nore than one term
at the discretion of the executive comrittee. The scientific working
group shall nake reconmendations to the executive comrittee with respect
to:



(a) the identification of priority biodiversity research needs in the
state;

(b) the devel opment and inplenentation of the institute's research,
education, and information transfer prograns;

(c) the allocation and expenditure of funds fromthe biodiversity
stewar dshi p and research fund created pursuant to section
ni nety-seven-oo of the state finance | aw,

(d) identification and rating of proposals for biodiversity research;
and

(e) identification and rating of proposals for biodiversity
st ewar dshi p

8. Institute director. The institute shall have a director who shal
be appoi nted by the executive commttee and shall after appointnent be
an enpl oyee of the state nuseum and science service. The institute
director shall serve at the pleasure of the executive conmttee. The
institute director shall serve as chief adm nistrative officer of the
institute and provide the necessary support for the executive conmttee.

9. Conpensation. The nenbers of the executive commttee and the
scientific working group shall serve wi thout additional conpensation,
but shall be eligible to receive reinbursenent for their actual and
necessary expenses fromthe biodiversity stewardship and research fund
establ i shed by section ninety-seven-oo of the state finance |aw,
provi ded however, nenbers of the executive committee representing state
agenci es may receive rei nbursenent for their actual and necessary
expenses fromtheir respective agencies. Mnbers of the executive
commttee and scientific working group shall be considered state
enpl oyees for the purposes of sections seventeen and ni neteen of the
public officers |aw

10. Menorandum of understandi ng. The educati on departnent, the
departnment of environnental conservation, and the office of parks,
recreation and historic preservation shall enter into a witten
menor andum of understanding to facilitate the appropriate inplenentation
of the biodiversity research institute and the goals, responsibilities,
and prograns established by this section.






