8§ 233-b. New York state freedomtrail comm ssion. 1. a. There is
her eby established within the departnment the New York state freedom
trail conm ssion. The conm ssion shall consist of twelve nenbers, to be
appointed as follows: three nenbers to be appointed by the governor,
three nenbers to be appointed by the board of regents, two nenbers to be
appoi nted by the tenporary president of the senate, one nenber to be
appointed by the mnority | eader of the senate, two nenbers to be
appoi nted by the speaker of the assenbly, and one nenber to be appointed
by the mnority | eader of the assenbly. Such nenbers shall be
representative of academ c or public historians, corporations,
foundations, historical societies, civic organizations, and religious
denom nations. In addition, the following state officers, or their
desi gnees, shall serve as nenbers of the conm ssion: the comm ssioner of
education, the head of the state nuseum the head of the state archives,
the head of the office of state history, the comm ssioner of econom c
devel opnment, the head of the state tourism advisory council and the
commi ssi oner of parks, recreation and historic preservation.

b. The conm ssion shall begin functioning upon the appointnment of a
majority of its nenbers. The chair of the conm ssion shall be chosen by
the nenbers of the conm ssion for a three year term Comm ssion nenbers,
ot her than ex officio nmenbers, shall serve for ternms of five years and
vacanci es shall be appointed in the same nanner as provided for original
appoi nt ment s.

c. The departnent and the office of parks, recreation and historic
preservation nay provide the conm ssion with such staff, equi pnent, and
facilities as it nmay need.

2. As part of its responsibilities the comm ssion shall be charged
wWith reviewi ng and assisting in the inplenmentation of a master plan in
conjunction with federal authorities; sponsoring comenorations,
| i nkages, sem nars and public forum assisting, encouraging, and
pronoting the maki ng of applications for inclusion on the national or
state registers of historic places by the parties eligible to do so and
the inclusion of such places therein; and devel opi hg partnershi ps and
seeking private and public funds to carry out activities to protect,



preserve, and pronote the inportant |egacy and | essons of the freedom
trail and the underground railroad in New York state.

3. The comm ssion shall report annually to the governor, the
| egi sl ature, and the board of regents for a period of five years from
the date of establishnent of the comm ssion, but beginning no |later than
January first, nineteen hundred ninety-nine.



