§ 233. State Museum collections nade by the staff. 1. Al scientific
speci nens and col |l ections, works of art, objects of historic interest
and simlar property appropriate to a general nuseum if owned by the
state and not placed in other custody by a specific |aw, shal
constitute the collections of the state nuseum The state nuseum shal
be the custodian of the collections, shall perform standard curatorial,
research and educational activities and a director appointed by the
regents shall constitute its head.

2. Any scientific collection nade by a nenber of the nuseum staff
during his termof office shall, unless otherw se authorized by
resolution of the regents, belong to the state and formpart of the
state museum

3. The state of New York, through its legislative authority accepts
t he provisions of section one hundred twenty of the federal -aid hi ghway
act of nineteen hundred fifty-six (70 Stat. 374) relating to the sal vage
of archaeol ogi cal or pal eontol ogi cal objects, including but not limted
to ruins, historic sites, Indian burial grounds, ceneteries, buildings,
artifacts, fossils or, other objects of antiquity having national
significance froman historical, cultural, social or scientific
st andpoi nt, and enpowers and directs the conm ssioner of education to
promul gate joint regulations with the departnent of environnental
conservation, the office of general services, and the office of parks,
recreation and historic preservation and nmake agreenents with those and
ot her appropriate state departnents or agenci es and such agency or
agenci es as needed to carry out the purposes of such provision of |aw.

4. Except as otherw se provided in subdivision three of this section,
no person shall investigate, excavate, renove, injure, appropriate or
destroy any object of archaeol ogical, historical, cultural, social,
scientific or pal eontol ogical interest, situated on, in or under |ands
owned by the state of New York, wi thout the witten perm ssion of the
commi ssi oner of education. A violation of this provision shal
constitute a class A m sdeneanor. The attorney general, either
i ndependently or upon referral froma state agency, shall seek civil
and/or crimnal prosecution, civil and/or crimnal penalties and any



other relief, including but not limted to seizure and forfeiture of the
appropriate itenms, and forfeiture of the instrunentalities of the

unaut hori zed actions on state | ands. The di scovery of any such objects
shall be forthwith reported to the comr ssioner by the state departnent
or agency having jurisdiction over such | ands.

5. Permits for the exam nation, excavation or gathering of
archaeol ogi cal, historical, cultural, social, scientific or
pal eont ol ogi cal objects upon the | ands under their respective
jurisdictions may be granted by the heads of those state departnents or
agencies to persons authorized by the conm ssioner of education for the
pur poses of the state nuseum and state science service, for the purpose
of the preservation of any such objects worthy of permanent preservation
and, in all cases, to the acquisition and dissem nati on of know edge
rel ating thereto.



