8§ 224-a. Students unabl e because of religious beliefs to register or
attend cl asses on certain days. 1. No person shall be expelled fromor
be refused adm ssion as a student to an institution of higher education
for the reason that he or she is unable, because of his or her religious
beliefs, to register or attend classes or to participate in any
exam nation, study or work requirenents on a particular day or days.

2. Any student in an institution of higher education who is unabl e,
because of his or her religious beliefs, to attend classes on a
particul ar day or days shall, because of such absence on the particul ar
day or days, be excused from any exani nation or any study or work
requirenents.

3. It shall be the responsibility of the faculty and of the
adm nistrative officials of each institution of higher education to nmake
avai l abl e to each student who is absent from school, because of his or
her religious beliefs, an equival ent opportunity to register for classes
or nmake up any exam nation, study or work requirenents which he or she
may have m ssed because of such absence on any particul ar day or days.
No fees of any kind shall be charged by the institution for making
avai l abl e to the said student such equival ent opportunity.

4. If registration, classes, exam nations, study or work requirenents
are held on Friday after four o'clock post neridian or on Saturday,
simlar or makeup cl asses, exam nations, study or work requirenents or
opportunity to register shall be nmade avail abl e on ot her days, where it
is possible and practicable to do so. No special fees shall be charged
to the student for these classes, exam nations, study or work
requi renents or registration held on other days.

5. In effectuating the provisions of this section, it shall be the
duty of the faculty and of the adm nistrative officials of each
i nstitution of higher education to exercise the fullest nmeasure of good
faith. No adverse or prejudicial effects shall result to any student
because of his or her availing hinself or herself of the provisions of
this section.



6. Any student, who is aggrieved by the alleged failure of any faculty
or admnistrative officials to conply in good faith with the provisions
of this section, shall be entitled to naintain an action or proceeding
in the suprenme court of the county in which such institution of higher
education is located for the enforcenent of his or her rights under this
secti on.

6-a. It shall be the responsibility of the adm nistrative officials
of each institution of higher education to give witten notice to
students of their rights under this section, informng themthat each
student who is absent from school, because of his or her religious
beliefs, nust be given an equival ent opportunity to register for classes
or nmake up any exam nation, study or work requirenents which he or she
may have m ssed because of such absence on any particul ar day or days.
No fees of any kind shall be charged by the institution for making
avai l abl e to such student such equival ent opportunity.

7. As used in this section, the term"institution of higher education”
shall nmean any institution of higher education, recognized and approved
by the regents of the university of the state of New York, which
provi des a course of study leading to the granting of a post-secondary
degree or diploma. Such termshall not include any institution which is
oper at ed, supervised or controlled by a church or by a religious or
denom nati onal organi zati on whose educational prograns are principally
designed for the purpose of training mnisters or other religious
functionaries or for the purpose of propagating religious doctrines. As
used in this section, the term"religious belief" shall mean beliefs
associated with any corporation organi zed and operated exclusively for
religious purposes, which is not disqualified for tax exenption under
section 501 of the United States Code.



