§ 224. Prohibitions. 1. a. No individual, association, partnership or
corporation not holding university, college or other degree conferring
powers by special charter fromthe legislature of this state or fromthe
regents, shall confer any degree or use, advertise or transact business
under the nanme university or college, or any nane, title or descriptive
material indicating or tending to inply that said individual,
associ ation, partnership or corporation conducts, carries on, or is a
school of |aw, nedicine, dentistry, pharmacy, veterinary nedicine,
nursing, optonetry, podiatry, architecture or engineering, unless the
right to do so shall have been granted by the regents in witing under
t heir seal

b. Notw t hstandi ng any ot her provision of law to the contrary, no
i ndi vi dual , association, partnership or corporation operating an
institution on a for-profit basis and hol di ng degree-conferring powers
granted by the regents pursuant to this subdivision shall, through a
change of ownership or control, convey, assign or transfer such
degree-conferring authority without the consent of the regents. For
pur poses of this subdivision, a change of ownership or control shal
i nclude, but shall not be Iimted to, nerger or consolidation with any
corporation; sale, |ease, exchange or other disposition of all or
substantially all of the assets of the institution; and the transfer of
a controlling interest of the stock of a corporation.

2. No person shall buy, sell or fraudulently or illegally make or
alter, give, issue or obtain or attenpt to obtain by fraudul ent nmeans
any diploma, certificate or other instrument purporting to confer any
literary, scientific, professional or other degree, or to constitute any
license, or a duplicate thereof, or any certificate of registration, or
to certify to the conpletion in whole or in part of any course of study
in any university, college, acadeny or other educational institution.

3. No person, firm association or corporation shall offer or
ot herwi se advertise a college degree in the state of New York w t hout
the prior witten approval of the departnment, in accordance with the
regul ati ons of the comm ssioner of education, unless the institution
of fering or advertising such a degree is accredited by at |east one



accrediting conm ssion recogni zed by the United States comm ssioner of
education as a reliable authority for the purpose of accreditation at

t he post secondary |evel or unless the programleading to such degree is
regi stered with the departnent of education of the state of New York. A
violation of this subdivision is a violation punishable by a fine not to
exceed five hundred dollars. Any newspaper or other advertising nedi um
which carries said advertisenent shall be exenpt fromthe provisions of
t hi s subdi vi sion

3-a. Notwi thstanding the provisions of subdivision three of this
section, the conm ssioner of education, boards of education, school
authorities, or authorized school officers shall not be required to
accept for purposes of certification, recertification, licensure,
appoi ntment, pronotional increnent, or salary differential for pedagogic
personnel, any di ploma, degree or course credit froma university,
col | ege, acadeny, school or other institution of l|earning |ocated
outside the state of New York if such diplonma, degree or course credit
was granted w thout the requirenent of on-canpus attendance and if
instruction and testing was transacted primarily by correspondence.

Any person maki ng application for certification, recertification,
| i censure, appointnent, pronotional increment or salary differential may
be required by the comm ssioner, or by boards of education, school
authorities or authorized school officers to submt a signed statenent
or affidavit as part of such application to identify any diplonma, degree
or course credit which was granted by a university, college, acadeny,
school or other institution of learning | ocated outside the state of New
York if such diploma, degree or course credit was granted w thout the
requi renent of on-canpus attendance and if instruction and testing was
transacted primarily by correspondence. A willful and w ongf ul
m srepresentation on such application shall constitute grounds for
disciplinary action in accordance with the provisions of this chapter,
the rules of the regents, the regulations of the conmm ssioner, or the
by-1aws, rules or regulations of such school authorities.

The provisions of this subdivision shall not apply to any dipl onma,
degree or course credit conpleted before the effective date of this



subdi vi si on.

4. No di ploma or degree shall be conferred in this state except by a
regul arly organi zed institution of |earning neeting all requirenments of
| aw and of the university, nor shall any person, with intent to deceive,
fal sely represent hinmself to have received any such degree or
credential, nor shall any person append to his nanme any letters in the
same formregistered by the regents as entitled to the protection
accorded to university degrees, unless he shall have received froma
duly authorized institution the degree or certificate for which the
letters are registered. Counterfeiting or falsely or without authority
making or altering in a naterial respect any such credential issued
under seal shall be a felony; any other violation of this section shal
be a m sdeneanor; and any person who aids or abets another, or
advertises or offers hinself to violate the provisions of this section,
shall be liable to the sane penalties.



