8§ 215-c. Prompting cost-effectiveness in public elenentary and
secondary schools. 1. Definitions. For the purposes of this section,
the following terns shall have the foll ow ng neani ngs:

(a) "cost-effectiveness” shall nmean one or nore nmeasures of the
efficient use of school district resources relative to school
performance in accordance with state educational standards, as
determ ned by the departnent.

(b) "cost-effective practices" shall mean those practices which nost
efficiently use Iimted resources to produce a particul ar outcone or set
of outcones in accordance with state educational standards.

(c) "board" shall nean the board of regents of the state of New York.

2. The board and the conmm ssioner shall wherever practicable pronote
cost-effectiveness and cost-effective practices in the public elenentary
and secondary school s and boards of cooperative educational services of
the state. As part of the effort pursuant to this section, by January
first, nineteen hundred ninety-eight and periodically thereafter, the
commi ssioner shall (a) identify current structures, policies, |aws and
regul ati ons whi ch hinder cost-effectiveness in schools and school
districts; (b) identify cost-effective districts by determ ning which
school s or school districts have denonstrated significant achi evenent or
i mprovenent relative to resource allocation in such areas as student
performance, instruction, nmanagenent, business adm nistration, early
chi | dhood educati on and such other areas as the board deens appropriate;
(c) identify cost-effective action, policies, practices and prograns
whi ch may be successfully replicated in other school districts; and (d)
reconmend or, to the extent feasible, develop specific cost-effective
ways in which to encourage, recognize and reward academ c i nprovenent
and success in school districts, and renove existing penalties and
fiscal disincentives to such inprovenment or success.

3. The commi ssioner shall consult with school district adm nistrators,
district superintendents and superintendents of schools, teachers,
school board nenbers, parents, students, non-pedagogi cal school support
personnel, representatives from post-secondary institutions and ot her
pertinent groups and individuals in determ ning cost-effective prograns
pursuant to subdivision two of this section.



4. The conmm ssioner shall dissem nate information to school district
adm ni strators, school board nmenmbers and other interested parties on how
cost-effective practices can be used and applied in school districts,

i ndi vi dual schools and the classroom Such information shall include a
sumary of exenplary cost-effective practices anong school districts

recei ving apportionnments pursuant to subparagraph one of paragraph h of
subdi vi sion fourteen of section thirty-six hundred two of this chapter.



