§ 2018-d. Mlitary voters. 1. As used in this section, the follow ng
ternms shall have the foll ow ng nmeani ngs:

(a) "Mlitary service" neans the mlitary service of the state, or of
the United States, including the arny, navy, nmarine corps, air force,
coast guard, space force, nmerchant marine and all conponents thereof,
and the coast and geodetic survey, the public health service, the
national guard when in the service of the United States pursuant to cal
as provided by law, and the cadets or m dshi pnen of the United States
MIlitary Acadeny, United States Naval Acadeny, United States Air Force
Acadeny, United States Merchant Marine Acadeny and United States Coast
Guard Acadeny.

(b) "Mlitary voter" neans a qualified voter of the state of New York
who is in actual mlitary service, as defined in paragraph (a) of this
subdi vi si on, and by reason of such mlitary service is absent fromhis
or her district on the day of registration or election, or a voter who
is discharged fromsuch mlitary service within thirty days of an
el ection and the spouse, parent, child or dependent of such voter
acconpanyi ng or being with himor her, if a qualified voter and a
resi dent of the sanme school district.

(c) "Mlitary ballot" nmeans the ball ot prepared, printed and supplied
for use by the mlitary for the election of nenbers of the board of
education and school district public library trustees, the adoption of
t he annual budget and school district public Iibrary budget and
r ef er enda.

(d) "Mlitary address" neans the nmailing address of a mlitary voter
other than his or her residence address in his or her school district.

(e) "Appropriate school board of education" neans the board of
education in whose jurisdiction the mlitary voter resides as a
qualified voter

2. Anmlitary voter nay designate a preference to receive a mlitary
bal lot by mail, facsimle transm ssion or electronic mail. Such
designation shall remain in effect until revoked or changed by the
mlitary voter. If a mlitary voter does not designate a preference, the
board of education shall transmt the mlitary ballot application or
mlitary ballot by mail. If a mlitary voter designates a preference for
facsimle transm ssion or electronic mail but does not provide the



necessary facsimle nunber or e-mail address, the board of education
shall transmt the voter registration application, mlitary ball ot
application or military ballot by nmail and request the onmtted
information. All communications to the mlitary voter shall include the
mai | i ng address of the board of education.

3. Irrespective of the preferred nethod of transm ssion designated by
amlitary voter, a mlitary voter's original mlitary ball ot
application and mlitary ballot nust be returned by mail or in person.

4. Ballots for mlitary voters shall be mailed or otherw se
distributed by the board of education, in accordance with the preferred
nmet hod of transm ssion, as soon as practicable, but not later than
twenty-five days before any election as provided in this article, and
fourteen days before any election as provided in article fifty-three of
this title.

5. The mlitary voter shall mark the mlitary ballot provided for in
this article in the same manner as an absentee ballot. After nmarking the
ball ot, he or she shall fold such ballot and enclose it in the inner
affirmati on envel ope bearing the mlitary voter's affirmation on the
out side of the envel ope and seal the envel ope. He or she shall then sign
the affirmation, with the blanks properly filled in. The inner
affirmati on envel ope containing the mlitary ballot shall then be
inserted in the outer envel ope addressed to the appropriate board of
education, which shall be mailed or personally delivered to the
appropriate board of education within the tinme Iimts provided by this
article.

6. The board of education shall cause all mlitary ballots received by
it before the close of the polls on election day and showi ng a
cancel lation mark of the United States postal service or a foreign
country's postal service, or showi ng a dated endorsenent of receipt by
anot her agency of the United States government or are signed and dated
by the voter and one witness thereto, with a date which is ascertained
to be not later than the day before el ection and which nust be received
in the office of the clerk of the school district not later than five



p.m on the day of the election in order to be canvassed.

7. The board of inspectors shall thereafter process such ballots in
the sane manner as provided in sections two thousand ei ghteen-a and two
t housand ei ghteen-b of this article for the canvassi ng of absentee
bal | ot s.

8. The board of education shall determ ne, three days before the first
day for distribution of mlitary ballots, the names of all candi dates
duly nom nated for public office and the amendnents, referenda,
propositions and questions to be voted for on such ballots. If at a
| ater date the nom nation of any candidate named on a mlitary ballot is
found invalid, the ballot shall still be valid, but no vote cast for any
such candi date on such ballot shall be counted at the election. The
failure of any school board to include the nane of any candi date or any
proposition or question on the mlitary ballot shall in no way affect
the validity of the election with respect to the office for which the
nom nati on was nade or the validity of the mlitary ballot as to any
ot her matter.

9. The departnment is authorized to take such steps and do such things
as, inits opinion, are necessary to nmake effective the provisions of
any other section, in order to utilize fully any federal or other
facilities in the distribution of mlitary ballots.

10. The provisions of this section shall be |liberally construed for
t he purpose of providing mlitary voters the opportunity to vote. The
department shall have power to adopt and promul gate regulations to
ef fectuate the provisions of this section.



