8§ 1526. Enlarged city school districts. 1. The conm ssi oner of
education is hereby authorized and enpowered to create enlarged city
school districts by consolidation of city school districts of cities of
| ess than one hundred twenty-five thousand i nhabitants with such area or
areas contiguous to such city school districts as, in his discretion,
are suitable for the establishnent of enlarged city school systens, and
to fix, determ ne and define the boundaries of such enlarged districts
as provided in this section.

2. The conm ssioner is hereby authorized and enpowered to nake and
enter in his office orders laying out such area or areas contiguous to a
city school district of a city of |ess than one hundred twenty-five
t housand i nhabitants, provided, however, that no school district which
has an out st andi ng bonded i ndebt edness shall be divided by such order in
such manner that only a part of such district is included in such an
ar ea.

3. Wthin ten days after the making and entry of an order pursuant to
this section, the comm ssioner shall transmt a certified copy thereof
to the board of education of the city school district and the clerk, or
in the event there is no clerk, to the trustee or trustees of each
school district wholly or partly included in such area or areas. Such
clerk, trustee or trustees, as the case may be, shall, within five days
after recei pt of such order, post a copy thereof in five conspicuous
pl aces in such district.

4. No such area or areas laid out by order of the conm ssioner shal
be consolidated with such city school district until a nmajority of the
qualified voters of such area or areas have adopted a proposition to
consolidate such area or areas with the city school district, as
provided in this section, and until the board of education of the city
school district has consented to such consolidation by resolution duly
adopted and has transnmitted a certified copy of such resolution to the
commi ssi oner.

5. When the order laying out such area or areas has been nmade and
entered as provided in this section, a petition may be presented by



persons qualified to vote at school neetings, asking for the
establishment of an enlarged city school district by the consolidation
of such area or areas with the city school district. Such petition shal
be signed by a nunber of qualified voters equal to at |east ten per
centumof the children in the area or areas according to the | atest
school census for the area or areas |aid out by the conm ssioner. Such
petition shall be filed with the conm ssioner and shall request that an
el ection of the qualified voters within such area or areas be called for
t he purpose of determ ning whether or not such area or areas shall be
consolidated with the city school district. If the comm ssioner is
satisfied that the petition has been duly signed as provided in this
section, he shall fix a time and place or places for an election of the
qualified voters within each such area, which election shall be held not
nore than thirty days after the filing of such petition.

6. The conm ssioner of education shall divide the area into a school
el ection district or districts. The area shall be so divided that if
circunstances will permt, the school election district will be
coterm nous with one or nore school districts, or parts or conbinations
thereof, and that, if practicable, there shall be a school house in each
school election district. The conm ssioner shall describe each of such
el ection districts. If there is no public school house in a school
el ection district, the conm ssioner shall designate the place where the
el ection in such district shall be had.

7. The conm ssioner shall cause notice of such election to be posted
at | east ten days before the election in three conspicuous places in
each school district wholly or partly within such area. 1|In addition to
t he posting of such notice a copy thereof shall be published at |east
seven days before the election in a daily or weekly newspaper published
within the area or in a newspaper having general circulation therein.
Such notice shall state the day of election and the hours the polls are
to be open, shall describe the school election district or districts
into which the area is divided, shall specify the school houses or other
pl aces therein where such election will be held and where the ballots
wi || be canvassed.



8. The election shall take place during at |east four consecutive
hours between the hours of seven o'clock in the forenoon and ten o' cl ock
in the evening, as determ ned by the comm ssioner of education.

9. Any person qualified to vote in any school district wholly or
partly within the area laid out by the comm ssioner and who resides
Wi thin such area shall be qualified to vote at the el ection. Before each
person casts his ballot he shall be required to sign a statenent
contained in a poll book provided for the purpose, declaring that he is
a qualified voter within the area.

10. The commi ssi oner of education shall appoint a board of canvass for
the entire area. Such board shall organize by nam ng one of its nenbers
as chairman and shall, as soon as the ballot boxes and books contai ni ng
t he nanes of the voters have been delivered to the board of canvass in
t he pl ace designated by the conm ssioner of education, count all the
ballots. Prior to ascertaining the manner in which any voter has marked
his ballot, the nunber of ballots fromeach school election district
shal | be counted separately w thout opening themand if the nunber does
not correspond with the nunber of nanmes contained in the poll book of
such school election district, the board before canvassing the ballots,
shal |l wi thdraw therefroma nunber sufficient to nake the nunber of
bal | ots correspond with the nunber of nanes in the poll book.
Thereafter, and before ascertaining the manner in which any voter has
voted, the board of canvass shall cause the ballots cast at each school
el ection district to be thoroughly interm ngled with each other in a
single ballot box |arge enough to contain the aggregate nunber of votes
cast. A mgjority of the valid votes cast shall be necessary to adopt the
resolution. Such board shall certify to the comm ssioner of education
the total nunber of votes cast, the nunber of valid votes cast for the
proposition to consolidate the area with the city school district, the
nunber of valid votes cast against the proposition, the nunber of void
bal | ot s and t he nunber of blank ballots. The board of canvass shall file
a copy of such certificate with each superintendent of schools in whose
jurisdiction such area is |ocated and shall also file a copy thereof
with the town clerk of each town in which any part of such area is
| ocated. The board of canvass shall seal the books and ballots



i mredi atel y upon conpl etion of the certificate setting forth the result,
and shall file such seal ed books and ballots with the board of education
of the city school district, which board of education shall retain and
di spose of such books and ballots as provided by law. If an appeal is
brought fromthe election, the ballots shall be available for the

i nspection of the conm ssioner of education.

11. The commi ssioner of education shall designate a nenber or nenbers
of the board of canvass to act as an el ection board for the conduct of
the election in each school election district. The el ection board shal
adm ni ster the chall enges.

12. The board of canvass shall furnish poll books, ballots and | ocked
bal | ot boxes for each school election district.

13. After the polls are closed, and after all persons within the
pol ling place have voted, the election board shall forthwith proceed to
deliver to the board of canvass at the place designated by the
commi ssi oner of education, the ballot box and the book containing the
nanes of the voters. Any wilful violation of this paragraph shall be a
m sdeneanor.

14. Upon an appeal to the comm ssioner of education, substanti al
conpliance with the procedures herein required shall be sufficient to
nmeet the intent of this section.

15. If the proposition to consolidate such area with such city school
district is adopted, the conm ssioner nay by order consolidate such area
or areas, and all school districts and parts of school districts
i ncluded therein, with such city school district. Such order shal
specify a date on which the sane shall take effect, and the provisions
of sections fifteen hundred fourteen, fifteen hundred seventeen and
fifteen hundred ei ghteen shall be applicable to such consolidation. A
copy of such order shall be filed with the clerk of each school district
af fect ed t hereby.

16. If at any such election the proposition to consolidate shall not



be adopted, no such election shall again be called within one year after
such original election. If no election shall be called to reconsider the
question within two years after such original election or if at any such
el ection called within two years after such original election the
proposition shall again fail of adoption, the order of the comm ssioner

| ayi ng out such area or areas shall be deened null and void and of no
further force and effect.

17. Unless the effective date of such order of consolidation shal
coincide with the beginning of the fiscal year of the city school
district, the board of education of the city school district upon the
effective date of the order of consolidation, shall levy a tax upon the
area so consolidated with the city school district, to defray the
expenses of educating the pupils of such area fromthe effective date of
the consolidation to the begi nning of the next ensuing fiscal year of
the city school district. For this purpose, the school tax rate used for
the fiscal year of the city school district in progress on the effective
date of such order shall be used, except that such rate shall be divided
by twelve and nmultiplied by the nunber of nonths intervening between the
effective date of such order and the begi nning of the next ensuing
fiscal year of the city school district. The tax list for this purpose
shall be prepared and confirmed within thirty days after the effective
date of such consolidation.

18. In any enlarged city school district created pursuant to this
section, the proper equalization rate or rates shall be fixed and
determ ned annual ly pursuant to the provisions of section thirty-five
hundred five of this chapter.

19. The expense of posting and publishing of the notices and of
furni shing the poll books, ballots and ball ot boxes shall be borne
equal ly by the several school districts wholly or partly included within
such area, unless a consolidation order is made, in which event such
expense shall beconme a charge upon the enlarged city school district.



